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Outdoor Life
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View from the Benton MacKaye Trail at Hangwer locking nn:lrthwest toward the southem end of the Great Smoky

Mountains National Park.

Benton MacKaye Trail legislation reintroduced

Group seeks designation
for Naﬁana«_f Scenic Trail

Legislation to study the feasibility
of the Benton MacKaye Trail (BMT)
to become a National Scenic Trail was
reintroduced in Congress by Reps.
Chuck Fleischmann, - Steve Cohen,
Chuck Edwards and Lucy McBath; and
‘Sens. Thom Tillis, Raphael Warnock
and Ted Budd.

The Benton MacKaye National
Scenic Trail Feasibility Study Act
of 2025 would direct the U.S. Forest
Service to advance the process for for-
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2005, provides an exceptional opportu-
nity for tens of thousands of people 1o
get outdoors each year and experience
the stunning beauty of the Southern
Appalachian Mountains,” said Benton
MacKaye Trail Association (BMTA)
President Bob Cowdrick. “The legisla-

tion is a critical step forward in the
BMTA's quest to have the BMT desje-
nated a National Scenic Trail. The des-
ignation would help protect our sll:md
outdoor heritage for future generations,
support local economies, and provide a
wide array of recreation opportunities
for everyone from day hikers to thry
hikers, solo trekkers to families.”
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- For more information

Journey that winds its way through three
states (Georgia, Tennessee and North
Carolina). The trail passes through three
National Forests (the Chattahoochee-
Oconee, the Cherokee and the Nantahala
Mational Forests) and crosses six wilder-
ness areas. The route includes 93 miles
in the Great Smoky Mountains National
Park, making it the longest trail in the
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l‘ﬁmtj,r-f'm percent of the BMT is
on land by either the Forest
Service or the National Park Service
— just 15 miles of the trail remain on

public madsfprwme lands. MNew land
~ acquisition will be limited and will be

n a willing seller basis.
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