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Ken Cissna (right) speaks at a House Federal Lands Subcommittee meeting. HH_840I;3,
introduced in May 2024, calls for a feasibility study to be comple:ted in one year with the
goal of designating the Benton MacKaye Trail a National Scenic Tralil.

House committee hears

BMT Scenic Trail request

The Benton MacKaye Trail Association
is another step closer towards achieving their
goal of having the Benton MacKaye Trail des-
ignated a National Scenic Trail.

On July 24, a hearing was held betore the
House Subcommittee on Federal Lands for
H.R. 8403 — a bipartisan bill in the House of
Representatives calling for a feasibility study
of the Benton MacKaye Trail (BMT) with the
goal of designating it as a National Scenic
Trail. |

Testifying before the committee on behalf
of the Benton MacKaye Trail Association
(BMTA) was former BMTA President Ken
Cissna. The hearing was an important step in

the legislative process towards the eventual
passage of H.R. 8403. 5
The bill was introduced May 15, 2024, in
the U.S. House of Representatives by Steve
Cohen (Democrat from Tennessee), Chuck
Fleischmann (Republican from Tennessee),
Chuck Edwards (Republican from North
Carolina), Scott DesJarlais (Republican from
Tennessee), Lucy McBath (Democrat from
Marietta) and Nikema Williams (Democrat
from Atlanta). .
| Known for its beauty and peaceful seclu-
sion, the 288-mile BMT crosses three states
(Georgia, Tennessee and North Carolina);
passes through three National Forests (thé
Chattahoochee-Oconee, the Cherokee and

the Nantz_ihala); and traverses six Wilderness
Areas. Ninety-three miles of the trail are in
thF Great Smoky Mountains National Park.

IS a key economic pil-
'Oy rural communities.

supplies, lodging, etc. The NST designation
would boost the trail’s popularity. Even more
outdoor enthusiasts will view the BMT as
a “must do trek,” resulting in a substantial
increase in economic activity.

Moreover, the designation would enhance
BMTA's efforts to make sure this pristine
wilderness trail that meanders through the
Southern Appalachian Mountains is avail-
able for future generations to enjoy — a goal
expressed in BMTA’s motto: “.leaving a
footpath for generations to follow.”

‘H.R. 8403 includes a one-year deadline
for completing the feasibility study, a timeline
Cissna believes to be both realistic and rea-
sonable. The trail qualifies for the designation
as it 1s widely recognized for its historical
roots and diverse natural beauty (panoramic

vistas, cascading waterfalls and crystal-
streams). '

The trail was fully completed
ago, and a strong volunteer n%npmﬁ%ooryea;lmis
zation has managed and maintained thegtraji
for almost 45 years. The all—volunteér work
force turns in 8,000 maintenance ho i
b | urs annu-

Given these qualifications, Cjssp

clear




