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L-Mnl Wilderness Skills Institute

SKILLS May 20-24 and May 28-31

INSTITUTE

Transylvania County, NC on the Pisgah National Forest at the Cradle of Forestry

This is one of the best training opportunities available. You can attend one or both
weeks. Each class is multiple days, so you can only take one class per week.
¢ Crosscut Saw A/B
¢ Wilderness First Aid and CPR
Wilderness Ranger and Trail Technician Workshop
Advanced Trail Techniques: Stonework
Introduction to Horse Packing
Wilderness Management Fundamentals
Trail Layout & Design
Land Navigation and Orienteering

+ Southern Appalachian Ecosystems

Apply online at https://wildernessskillsinstitute.org/sawsi/wsi-application-hidden/.
This is open to all club members, and there is no cost to attend. Free camping is
available on-site. (RV and hotel accommodations are available, at modest cost.)
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2024 BMTA Annual Meeting & Hike Fest
Unicoi State Park & Lodge, Helen, Georgia

Tentative Hike Schedule

Mt. Yonah Wetlands Loop - Smithgall State Park

4.1 miles out and back trail with 1,450 ft of = Smithgall is a conservation Park. No vehicles
elevation gain. One of the best panoramic are allowed past the parking lot at the en-
views in the area. trance. To get to the loop we will hike 2.5 to
3 miles on a paved road along a creek, cross-
ing over an old, covered bridge. Wetlands
loop is a nature trail and adds another .5
miles to the hike for a total of 5 to 5.5 easy
miles.

Hemlock Falls Trail

Hemlock falls is a 2-mile hike and easy.
Beautiful waterfalls are the hikers’ reward at
the end of their trek.

SMICrQeketo, Arna Rubyand Ratum Martin’s Mine Trail at Smithgall State Park

Martin's Mine Trail — we will hike into this
trail. The total distance is about 6 miles, easy
to moderate. The trail passes by an impres-
*Need state park pass at campground. sive vertical shaft from the gold mining era.
Ravens Cliff

Smith Creek Trail — 9 miles round trip, mod-
erately strenuous in a few short segments.
View of Anna Ruby Falls

Unicoi Lake Trail and Frog Pond Trail

A nice five miles with water at the end. The lake trail is approximately 1.5 miles
Beautiful water falls that cascade down a around the lake. The Frog Pond Trail adds
massive craggy granite cliff. another 1.5 easy to moderate 3 miles. It in-
Brasstown Bald to Jack’s Gap Overlook & cludes a beaver pond and fantastic bird-
Wagon Trail to Second Overlook watching area.

Four-mile hike with several amazing scenic  Unicoi to Helen and Return

overlooks. Unicoi to Helen round trip is 6 miles. Shop

Dukes Creek Falls and enjoy lunch in the quaint Bavarian town
of Helen, GA. Hike a well- maintained trail
that follows a stream — several crossings on
bridges. Moderate difficulty.

Two-mile easy hike. At the end of the hike
viewing platforms provide a great view of
cascading waterfalls.

For reservations call 800-573-9659.
To receive your discount—Use Code 10280
Mention the Benton MacKaye Trail Association!
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Fl at Creek Loop Hi ke was enjoyed by all!

The Wagon Train Trail at Brasstown Bald journeys into a














































