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After 5.1 miles, 4250 feet of elevation 
gain, 39 switchbacks, one bear, one 
mountain goat and a few grouse lateré 
 

I topped out at the Mt. Brown Fire Tow-
er Lookout!  

The tower is situated on the western 
side of Glacier National Park in Mon-
tana, and overlooks the boundary of the 
park and the Flathead National Forest ï 
the park is known for its stunning land-
scapes, diverse wildlife and pristine wil-
derness.  
 
Volunteering at the Mt. Brown Lookout 
Restoration Project in this past August 
was a fantastic way to contribute to the 
preservation and maintenance of this 
beautiful structure.  

The project involved the restoration and maintenance of this historic fire lookout locat-
ed on top of Mt. Brown. The project was organized by the Northwest Montana Fire 
Lookout Association and the National Park Service.  
 
As a volunteer, I worked alongside two other Montana natives (Chuck and Mike) for a 
week, repairing and maintaining the lookout tower. We cleaned, painted outside siding, 
replaced broken windows, removed rotten catwalk deck boards and updated the interi-
or.  
 
The Mt. Brown Lookout was built in 1929.  It was constructed primarily for fire detec-
tion purposes. The tower provided for the early detection of wildfires and enabled park 
rangers to quickly respond. 
 
This lookout tower is a classic example of the fire lookout structures built during that 
era. It features a wooden cab perched on a tall tower, providing an elevated vantage 
point for lookout personnel to spot smoke or any signs of fire. 

Continued next page 
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During the fire season, the lookout was staffed by dedicated individuals who lived and worked in the tower. 
They played a crucial role in the early detection of fires and communication with fire management teams. 
Lookout personnel used various tools, including an alidade and Osborne Fire Finder, to pinpoint the location of 
fires. This tower was manned until 1971. Today aerial patrols replace some lookouts while other towers serve 
overnight guests as rental cabins.  
 
Many lookout towers, including Mt. Brown Lookout, have been preserved and restored as historic structures. 
They serve as reminders of the park's history and the early efforts to protect its natural resources. Restoration 
efforts often involve maintenance and renovation to keep the structures in good condition. 
 
One of the benefits of volunteering is meeting and educating park visitors about the importance of preserving 
historic structures. We had visitors from Montana, Michigan, Colorado, Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Wyo-
ming join us after their arduous hike up to the tower. 
 
Consider volunteering with these historic preservation projects as a way to contribute to protect and maintain 
these beautiful structures.  
 
Look into these organizations to see what they projects they are working on: 
 
§ The NW Montana Lookout Association (https://www.nwmt-ffla.org/) 
§ The National Park Service ( https://www.nps.gov/subjects/volunteer/index.htm)  
§ The HistoriCorps projects (https://historicorps.org).  
 

On-the-job training provided. New friendships guaranteed. Sound rewarding? Letôs talk! 
 

§ Driving long distances to a trail encountering complications like a bear cub stuck high up in a tree could 
still have a good outcome by reversing course without sticking around for mama bear. 

 
 

B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E  

Slingshot Hiking Wilscot, Ledford and Payne Gaps 
by Steve Dennison 

What is slingshot hiking? 
 
§ Ideally the hikers meet at a location where the 
trail runs in both directions. 

§ Hikers can go three miles max in either direction. 
Do a round trip of 12 miles or do two miles either 
direction for a total of eight round trip miles. 

§ Major trail obstructions like snow, ice, large 
blowdowns could unravel a planned one direc-
tional hike but reversing course the other way can 
salvage the hike. 

§ Having a vehicle in the middle can allow for 
dropping off jackets or replenishing water, food 
or other items. 

§ Very cold or challenging trails can be experi-
enced for shorter distances. In case of an emer-
gency, a rescue effort may be faster and easier. Steve Dennison, Jan Jeffcoat, Roy Garrett, Bob Cowdrick 

and Kelly Motter slingshot hiking. 

https://www.nwmt-ffla.org/
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/volunteer/index.htm
https://historicorps.org
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B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E  

5ƻƴŀǘŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ 5ƻƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ [!C 

Happy to be in the forest hiking from Thunder Rock to Bear Paws Loop 
and back along the Ocoee River. Photo courtesy of Ray Laws. 

Brrrrr say the rhododendrons!!!! 

https://bmta.org/product/donate/
https://bmta.org/product/membership/
https://bmta.org/product/land-acquisition-fund/
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The BMTA Maintenance Trip on December 9, 2023, was interrupted by heavy rains while gathering at Thun-

der Rock Campground. The plan was to focus the efforts of 22 volunteers over Sections 12a through 12d. The 

overriding concern for individual safety resulted in discretion winning out over valor. Therefore, a majority of 

the work was cancelled for a future trip. 

 

Barry Allen led a chainsaw crew of Patrick Ward, Shane Morrison, Art Kolberg, and Dara Denning to cut two 

blowdown areas on Section 12c.  One included a 36-inch hemlock suspended over the trail.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With a break in the rain, Darcy Douglas, and Patti Barrows lopped and brushed out a mile-long section. An 

additional crew of Steve Dennison, Bill Cox, Dwayne Bordelon, Greg Trotnic leap-frogged ahead and brushed 

a second mile in heavy rhododendrons. 

B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E  

Rainy Maintenance Trip 
by Joe Cantwell 

Crawl under or leap over?! No more crawling or leaping! 

           Continued next page 
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The Martin family, Kenny, Daphne and Madison, used weedeaters and loppers to open the trail under the Deep 

Gap powerline. They then continued north on Section 12b. 

B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E  

The final results of the day were eight trees removed, 

16,900 feet of trail brushed, 22 BMTA members putting 

in 133 hours on a soggy Saturday. Well done!! 

Blue Ridge and Conasauga District Staff Recognized for Their Work 
Forest Service News Release 

At the 2023 Regional Foresterôs Honor Awards Ceremony, USDA Forest Service celebrated individuals who 
promoted the lasting economic, ecological and social vitality that comes from nature. 
 
The ceremony was held in Atlanta on December 14, 2023. This yearôs theme for recognition was ñAssess. 
Transform. Achieve. Showcasing our Best.ò  
 
For support of the Southern Region Recreation Fee Program, the Recreation management staff on the Chatta-
hoochee-Oconee National Forest, including the Conasauga Districtôs Karen Larsen and Blue Ridge Districtôs 
Towdy Tipton and John Stephens, were recognized for creating and enhancing systems and processes that pro-
vide for safe, positive, productive work environments and outstanding customer service. 
 

Congratulations for the well-deserved recognition! 
 

Learn more about these awards at: www.fs.usda.gov/r8. 

 

 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/r8/home/?cid=FSEPRD1155196
http://www.fs.usda.gov/r8.
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I finally found a day when I could head to Amicalola Falls and check out the new Visitor Center ï known for 
the starting point for the Approach Trail that many hikers use to access the southern terminus of either the Ap-
palachian Trail or the Benton MacKaye Trail. At the entrance was a notification regarding ongoing renovations 
from the steps to the reflection pond. This renovation does not impact the Approach Trail. I found the rede-

signed parking to be expanded and a section set aside for buses and RVs. The exterior of the Center was attrac-
tive and inviting. The new bathrooms feature stainless steel toilets, sinks and trash cans to ensure durability 
and sustainability. It was exciting to see the new look and well thought-out design. Well done!!! 

 

B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E  

A Visit to the New Amicalola Falls Visitor Center 
by Kathy Williams 

   Continued next page 
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B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E  

An EV charging station is now available. 

The plaque commemorating  the Appalachian Trail is featured at 
the entrance with attractive new brick floor and wall. 

Inside is a stunning entrance with a center counter. 

The GATCôs presentation features a topographical map of 
the AT in Georgia. It is interactive and visually appealing! 

Continued next page 
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B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E  

This moonshine still is not a replica! It is the real thing! 

One of the best features at the Center were the educational displays. 
Continued next page 
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B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E  

The Vision! Preserving the history lesson! 

 The Principals of Leave No Trace coupled with trail tools.  

A sign for a the meeting room, The 
Arch Room, is worded in Braille. 

Continued next page 
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B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E  

I loved the falls caf®! Hot beverages and sandwiches as well as grab and go! 
After my hike I indulged with an Earl Grey Tea and a muffin. 

One of my favorite places, The Len 
Foote Hike Inn, has an appealing and 
informative display!  

The caf® seating area adjoins the merchandizing part of the Center. Good planning, with the use of movable 
shelving, allows for future innovation. 

Continued next page 






















