
  

The Benton MacKaye Trail Associationôs Annual Meeting was held November 2-5 at 
the Alumni Center of the Tellico Plains High School in the charming country town of 
Tellico Plains, Tennessee. The annual event is where the Maintainers meet the Hikers 
and the Hikers meet the Maintainers. They come together to honor BMTAers who 
have generously contributed their time, talent and expertise to make the Benton Mac-
Kaye Trail (BMT) one of the premier mid-distance hiking trails in the southeastern 
United States. 
 
Mayor Marilyn Parker, Department of Tourism Director Blaina Best and Monroe 
County Mayor Mitch Ingram welcomed our group to the area on Friday evening. 
Members enjoyed a Taco/Nacho Bar at the Alumni Center and later socialized at the 
Tellico River Retreat Cabin. While munching delicious snacks, they perused the out-
standing array of raffle items and dropped tickets in jars next to the raffle items of 
their choice.  
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BMTA Annual Meeting 
by Clare Sullivan  with photos courtesy of Brenda Harris and Kathy Anderson 
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Points of Interest 

Click the title to go directly to the page. 

Annual Meeting 

Membership 

Trick or Treat 

Trail Worker of the Year 

Volunteer of the Year 

Things We Should Carry 

Cherohala Festival 

Working Unicoi 

Hike Fest 

Out of the Woods 

Upcoming 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President:    Bob Cowdrick 

Vice President:  Clare Sullivan 

Secretary:  Jesse Hayden 

Treasurer:              Lydia Burns 

GA M/D:   Joe  Cantwell 

TN/NC M/D:          Nelson Ashbrook 

Smokies Coord:   David Watkins 

Hiking Director:     Kelly Motter 

Membership:          Frank Forehand 

Communications:  Joy Forehand                            

Conservation:   Patrick Ward 

Past President:  Ken Cissna 

Store:                      Sue Ricker 

Newsletter:             Kathy Williams 

State Rep GA:    Darcy Douglas  

State Rep TN/NC:   TBA 

BMTA Headquarters 

Benton MacKaye Trail Association 

BMTA Officers 2023-2024 
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