
  

The Aska Adventure area in Blue Ridge, Georgia, was the site of the Flat Creek Wild-
fire on November 9, 2022. Located between Aska Road and Grandeur Drive (west of 
Lake Blue Ridge) the fire grew to 50 acres and closed several trails, including Section 
6 (Fall Branch Falls >> Weaver Creek) of the Benton MacKaye (BMT).  
 
Seventy-five firefighters, including 60 from the United States Forest Service and the 
Georgia Forestry Commission, fought the blaze. Equipment used to bring the fire un-
der control included five trucks, three bulldozers and two helicopters. 
 
The BMT has re-opened, but the Stanley Gap Trail (165) remains closed east of the 
intersection with the Benton MacKaye Trail. Flat Creek Loop Trail (165B) and the 
Connector (165A) also are closed. 
 
The continued closures are due to the Forest Service working to rehabilitate the 
charred landscape. 

 

       ,  
   

         http://www.bmta.org/   

Flat Creek Wildfire 
Photos courtesy of Suzanne Zuckerman.  
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The BAER methodology/goals include: 
 
§ Install water or erosion control devices. 
§ Add plants for erosion control or stability reasons. 
§ Establish erosion control measures at critical cultural sites. 
§ Erect temporary barriers to protect treated or recovering areas. 
§ Install warning signs. 
§ Replace minor safety-related facilities (if applicable). 
§ Install appropriate drainage features on roads and trails. 
§ Remove safety hazards. 
§ Prevent permanent loss of threatened and endangered habitat. 
§ Monitor the BAER procedures that were implemented. 
§ Set up early detection and rapid response treatments to minimize the spread of noxious weeds into native 
plant communities 
 

Non-urgent/long-term recovery efforts for areas that may not recover naturally include the repair or replace-
ment of facilities damaged by fire that are not critical to life/safety. Procedures that may be used are:  restora-
tion of burned habitat, reforestation, additional planting or seeding as needed, monitor the effects of the fire, 
replace burned fences, treat noxious weed infestations and install interpretive signs. Criteria/considerations for 
implementing these additional measures include: 
 
§ Nature of downstream values at risk  
§ Effectiveness of treatment  
§ Treatment combinations ï land, channel, road/trail protection/safety, to reduce risks  
§ Timeframe for implementation  
§ Personnel and resources available for implementation and monitoring  
§ Hazards associated with treatment implementation  
§ Ease of treatment implementation  
§ Cost effectiveness of treatments  
§ Coordination with other federal, state, and local agencies  

B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E  

The Blue Ridge Ranger Districtôs restoration efforts are based on 
the Burned Area Emergency Response (BAER) program. The 
goal is to stabilize the area to protect public safety, to prevent 
additional degradation of the burned area and to minimize post-
fire damage to cultural resources. 

A wildfireôs destruction of what usually is lush vegetation leaves 
the area subject to additional soil erosion. Increased water runoff 
from future storms may lead to flooding and debris flow, thereby 
further damaging the landscape. The BAER approach employs 
seeding, noxious weed prevention, mulching, the removal of haz-
ards, the installation of water diversions as well as erecting barri-
ers to protect sensitive areas from inquisitive visitors. The BAER 
program also employs additional measures to prevent the loss of 
habitat of threatened/endangered species. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 
 

When hiking in a burned-out area, heed all warning signs and respect all barriers. Put simply: 
 

Stay on the trail! 
 

https://www.nifc.gov/programs/post-fire-recovery 

about:blank
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Our own BMTA's George Owen will again be teaching a course this winter at the Institute for Continuing 
Learning (ICL) at Young Harris College. The course, open to all adults, is entitled "Florida Outdoors with Sun-
shine State Hiking and Winter Hiking in the Southern Appalachians." The course is every Monday, January 23 
until March 13 from 10:00 AM until noon. Two-thirds of the course will be centered on the Florida outdoors 
and hiking there. The remaining time will focus on Appalachian winter trekking in Georgia, North Carolina 
and Tennessee. 
 
One-third of the state of Florida is now preserved as public land with thousands of miles of hiking trails. 
George will be emphasizing the outdoor opportunities in the state including the famous Florida National Sce-
nic Trail which runs nearly the length of the state. He will intersperse information on the Florida trails with 
wildlife studies and stories from his own outdoor experiences in the Sunshine State. Several guest speakers 
will be helping with specific parts of the course in which each has special expertise. 

 

B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E  

BMTA Old-Timer George Owen Invites You 

George was born and grew up in central Florida, hunting and fishing there dur-
ing his childhood and as a youth. In college he ran the nature lore classes for 
one of Florida's largest teenage summer camps.  
 
He now returns each winter to his native state and spends much of his time out-
side exploring the trails. 
 
To see the course information and to sign up at a very small cost, go to 
www.iclyhc.org or email icl@yhc.edu. 

https://bmta.org/blog/
http://www.iclyhc.org/
mailto:icl@yhc.edu
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No more complaints are expected from Georgia Benton MacKaye Trail hikers. No more complaints abouté 
 
§ Rebar sticking out of steps at the Suspension Bridge 
§ Water diversions full of leaves at Rhodes Mountain 
§ Payne Gap Spring hide and seek 
§ Downed trees on the trail at Sapling Gap 
§ Confusing sign at Deadennen Mountain 
§ Licklog crawl under trees 
§ Tipton Mountain climb overs 
§ The lost side trail to Payne Gap Spring 
 
Why? Because, December 10, 25 Benton MacKaye Trail Association members resolved those problems with 
an incredible workday effort. 
 
Steve Bayliss led the crew of Kelly Bayliss and Whitney June to cut out nine long-standing Licklog blow-
downs. Steve Dennison and Bob Nelson were not far behind them cleaning out 58 water diversions on the trail 
to Rhodes Mountain. This crew had the longest hike in-and-out but got it done. 
 
Joe Cantwell, with his chainsaw and swamper Kenny Martin, cut out two hiker-reported trees at Sapling Gap. 
Steve Pruett, Steve Hayden and Bob Cowdrick assessed future work trip water diversions. David Watkins 
made the 18 pieces of exposed rebar on the steps and in water diversions disappear. 
 
Gilbert Treadwell teamed up with Smitty Smith, Chris Laucher, Ed Sullivan and Tom Atcheson to remove 
some trees on Tipton Mountain. These were forcing hikers to do some tricky maneuvers on the steep slope.  
 
Andy Meeks worked with Ian Guttridge and Art Kolberg to install a new sign on Deadennen Mountain while 
surveying for a new sign at Lula Head Gap. On their way back out to Wilscot Gap they cleared out a few nui-
sance blowdowns.  
 
 
 
 

B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E  

No More Complaining... 
by Bob Cowdrick 

A hiker reported only two trees down at 
Skeenah Gap but Patrick Ward ended up 
cutting out 10 blowdowns.  

Cindy Ward measured the Skeenah Gap 
sign for replacement.  

Heather Godfrey lopped the trail to 
Payne Gap.  

Shane Morrison, with the help of Blake 
Godfrey, installed new pipe at the Payne 
Gap Spring, while Darcy Douglas blazed 
the trail to the spring. 
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Let the numbers speak for themselves: 
§ 191 Volunteer hours  
§ 82 Volunteer miles hiked 
§ 25 Members and guests participated 
§ 28 Blowdowns removed 
§ 18 Rebar obstacles remedied 
§ 8 Blue Spring Blazes painted 
§ 5 Feet of PVC spring pipe installed 
§ 3 Future signs surveyed 
§ 2 First-time attendees  
§ 1 New sign installed 
§ 0 Injuries 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This was an outstanding effort on what proved to be a sunny December day. Please consider joining us on our 
next work trip on Saturday, January 14, 2023. 
 

B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E  



P A G E  6  

Whenever a hiker sets out on a trek on the Benton MacKaye Trail (BMT), they can provide a valuable service 
by becoming the ñeyes and earsò of the association. Our Section Maintainers inspect the trail on a regular ba-
sis, but some of the most important/timely information comes from reports provided by hikers and trail work-
ers who happened to pass by soon after a new issue arose. Such issues include: 
 
§ Blowdowns 
§ Rootballs that took a portion of trail out 
§ Heavy brush 
§ Tread damage 
§ Slippery rocks 
§ Trail in need of sidehilling 
§ Damaged or washed-out bridge 
§ Poisonous plants  
     (poison ivy if a significant amount is present) 
§ Damaged or missing signs 
§ Faded blazes 
§ A portion of trail that needs a blaze to be added 
§ Access road washed out or is blocked by a blowdown 
§ Damage at the trailhead 
§ Unusual structure adjacent to the trail  
§ Damage to cribbing 
§ Trash 
 
All the above eventually would be caught by our dedicated maintainers but hikers can give us a great head start 
for prioritizing the work to be done. 

B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E  

Report What You See! 

Continued next page 

Blowdowns 

Before and after. 
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Being BMTAôs eyes and ears is not limited to reports of damage to the trail and landscape.  
 
Only 15 miles of the BMT remain on public roads or private lands. Property adjacent to or that is located near 
to the BMT could be a valuable addition to the trailôs corridor and BMTA needs to be ready to act when one of 
these parcels comes on the market. 
 
Ninety-five percent of the BMT is on public lands. Unfortunately, this doesnôt mean the ñviewscapeò from the 
trail is protected. In the event a parcel of land is in close proximity to the trailôs route within Forest Service 
land comes on the market and/or is sold, the great views from the trail and/or the peaceful ambience of the for-
est pathway could be imperiled. Consequently, hikers also need to be on the lookout for: 
 
§ For sale signs on property adjacent to or near the trailôs corridor 
§ Permit signage on property adjacent to or near to the trailôs corridor 
§ New survey markers/flags 
§ Newspaper notices concerning rezoning a property adjacent to or within view of the trail 
§ Or you may encounter someone who relays information to you on any of the above.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E  

Remember, YOU are BMTAôs eyes and ears on the trail.  
Please report what you see, hear or read to 

 contactBMTA@bmtamail.org. 

mailto:contactBMTA@bmtamail.org
https://bmta.org/product/membership/
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This was not the wettest hike Iôve ever been on, but it was among the top 10. This was a time the weather gu-

rus got it all wrong. When rain was not predictedéit rained. When rain was predicted it rained. But that did 

not deter us. 

 

From our base camp at South Carolinaôs Oconee State Park, Benton MacKaye Trail Association President, 

Ken Cissna, Gilbert Treadwell and I  located the Bad Creek Trailhead on Duke Power Company property. Our 

first task was to avoid 20+ hikers from the Greenville Natural History Club who were assembling and ready to 

hike. In less than a mile they caught up to us, so we decided to take a little known (to us) side trail named the 

Coon Branch Trail. It was a lovely mile-long trail along the Whitewater River into an old-growth forest popu-

lated by giant hemlocks, tulip magnolias and pines. 

 

We doubled back and set off to find the Lower Whitewater Falls Overlook without a traffic jam. After crossing 

the Foothills Trail, we continued to finish our original route. The hike was more challenging than I remem-

bered and was complicated by the slippery, wet, leaves covering the footpath. We arrived at the overlook to 

find a 270-degree view of fog. Oh well, as they say, a bad day of hiking is better than a good day at work. 

 

That night we returned to our cabin and campsite at Oconee State Park to enjoy hot showers and a warm fire. 

The following day we walked the first two sections of the Foothills Trail and returned home on Friday. 

 

Oconee State Park is well worth the visit in better weather. It is the southern terminus of the seventy-nine-mile 

Foothills Trail and offers many recreational opportunities for the whole family. It is located less than an hourôs 

drive from Clayton, Georgia. 
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Not ñSinging in the Rainò 
by Mike Pilvinsky 

Ken Cissna ponders Whitewater Creek and four more 
miles in the rain and fog. 

Gilbert Treadwell resting in the rain at Lower White-
water Falls Overlook after a rainy, foggy slog.  


















