
  

In Part 2 of this article, we covered routes along the Hiwassee River and in the Upper 
Tellico River basin. The early guidelines for trails in wilderness could have seriously 
impacted the route of the Benton MacKaye Trail (BMT) in the Joyce Kilmer ï Slick-
rock /Citico Creek wilderness complex. However, by the time the BMT was approved 
north of the Ocoee River, these initial objections had evaporated. The original route 
along the Fodderstack Trail and the subsequent route over Stratton Bald were regarded 
as examples of just how good the trail could be in the wilds south of the Little Tennes-
see River. 
 
Meanwhile, north of the Little Tennessee River, there were a number of desirable op-
tions with a few rather stubborn roadblocks. Deals Gap by itself was not a particularly 
attractive target, but Deals Gap was the gateway to Gregory Bald and Parsons Bald. 
The two balds on the state line truly are outstanding locations with some of the best 
views in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. However, the situation was so 
complex that Deals Gap will be examined in its own two-part series. 
 
Other options for entering the Park, as suggested by the National Park Service, were 
Twentymile Ranger Station and Fontana Dam. Both would lead to a crossing of Eagle 
Creek just upstream of Fontana Lake. During the early negotiations between the Ben-
ton MacKaye Trail Association (BMTA) and the National Park Service, the 
Lakeshore Trail was in the planning stages ï the segment between Eagle Creek and 
Hazel Creek would be the last to be built. The initial BMTA Concept Map showed a 
series of trails that coursed roughly halfway between Fontana Lake and the main 
ridgeline occupied by the Appalachian Trail. To reach Hazel Creek from Eagle Creek, 
the route would need to follow Pinnacle Creek Trail and its many creek crossings. 
From Jenkins Gap, the route would descend to the southeast to reach Hazel Creek.  
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Even after the Lakeshore Trail was under development, there were influences 
within BMTA that were lobbying for the mid-elevation route. Rather than de-
scend Hazel Creek to continue along the Lakeshore Trail, the route preferred by a 
number of BMTA members was up Hazel Creek to Cold Spring Gap Trail, then 
up to Welch Ridge. Just uphill and north of Cold Spring Gap was High Rocks, a 
peak with an elevation slightly over 5000 feet. High Rocks featured an old ranger 
cabin and lookout with great views of Fontana Lake. Among the strong propo-
nents of the route past High Rocks was Reverend Charles Maynard, who later 
would go on to become the head of the Friends of the Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park. 
 

http://www.bmta.org/
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Beyond Cold Spring Gap, the initial route was slated to follow the Bee Knob Trail and the Bear Creek Trail to 
Forney Creek. Later, with the demise of the Bee Knob Trail, the route would be revised to follow the Welch 
Ridge Trail to the Bear Creek Trail, skirting High Rocks in the process. Confidence in this route was so high 
that former BMTA president Bill Porter organized a 1999 Sierra Club National Service Trip to correct some 
erosion problems on the trail (another subject for another newsletter). After climbing for two and a half miles 
along Forney Creek, the route would have crossed Forney Ridge via the Springhouse Branch Trail, which it 
would have followed for seven miles to Noland Creek at Campsite 64. 
 
East of Noland Creek, the route of the BMT was destined to be reasonably faithful to the concept plan. The 
only difference came at Smokemont Campground, just northeast of Newfound Gap Road. Upon crossing the 
Oconaluftee River, the BMT turned right to reach the Hughes Ridge Trail. This trail led southeast before turn-
ing north and crossing a corner of the Cherokee Reservation. It continued to the Appalachian Trail at Pecks 
Corner, 10 miles from its start at Smokemont. The general concept for the BMT was to follow the Hughes 
Ridge Trail for five miles, then turn east on the Enloe Creek Trail. With the National Park Service having no 
jurisdiction on the trail in the Cherokee Reservation, maintenance on that portion was a problem. In time, the 
lower half of the Hughes Ridge Trail was decommissioned. Thus, the route of the BMT skirted the east edge of 
the Smokemont Campground, climbed on the Bradley Fork Trail and the Chasteen Creek Trail, and then fol-
lowed one-half mile of the Hughes Ridge Trail before turning onto the Enloe Creek Trail. 
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The trail management philosophy of the National Park Service was/still is to maintain a relatively constant 
number of trail miles within the Park. When trail has been added to the trail system within the Park, there usu-
ally has been some reduction of trail in some obscure location. During the last four decades, the National Park 
Service decommissioned the Pinnacle Creek Trail, the Bee Knob Trail and part of the Hughes Ridge Trail ï all 
of which might have been part of the BMT. In addition, they decommissioned the northern part of the Hyatt 
Ridge Trail, the Bunker Hill Trail, Greenbrier Pinnacle Trail and the Big Branch Trail. Some of these trails 
were redundant routes to a place where trails still exist and some were old, dead-end roadbeds leading to fire 
tower sites. 
 
Before the Lakeshore Trail was proposed, plans for the BMT included a degree of challenge significantly high-
er than the route for todayôs BMT. Upon leaving the pavement of Highway 28 at Twentymile Ranger Station, 
pavement and direct road access was not reached for the next 58 miles. An analysis from a 1997 BMTA docu-
ment revealed there were 12,300 feet of climbing to reach Newfound Gap Road. By the time Davenport Gap 
was reached, the total climb was over 20,000 feet. The net difference in elevation between Deals Gap and Dav-
enport Gap was only 50 feet. 
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The Blue Ridge Ranger District  is hosting a Crosscut A/B/C course November 13-17. 
  
The link to register is: 
https://wildernessskillsinstitute.org/sawsi/2023-georgia-crosscut-saw-certification-course/.  
 
Complete details are in the link. First come first serve so check it out and sign up early if youôre interested! 
 

B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E  

Wildcat Creek 
by Steve Dennison 

Six adventurous hikers took on a 
challenging eight-mile route to enjoy 
several waterfalls. We first descend-
ed a steep Tobacco Pouch Trail be-
fore taking a side route to beautiful 
20-foot Buice Falls. The 80-foot Fall 
Creek Falls was bursting with high 
water volume and a 40-foot-long 
stretch of sluice-like cascades above 
the waterfall. 

Guest Vanessa Andrews from Jack-
sonville, Florida acclimated well to 
the hilly terrain. Hikers and new 
BMTA members Joan Thayer and 
Wendi Chatham welcomed the hike 
with plans for starting the Appala-
chian Trail next February. BMTA 
Hike Director Kelly Motter greeted 
the hikers. BMTA member Paul 
Lycett got an early start from Mil-
ton, Georgia. 

Everyone arrived before the 8:45 
AM meet time helping Hike Leader 
Steve Dennison out with an early 
start.  

The group adjusted to a more strenu-
ous hike with a long uphill finish 
without complaint. We had to 
change the hike from a straight thru 
hike to a loop hike due to the high, 
swift water levels for a stream cross-
ing. The caveat was that we did not 
have to shuttle. 

Fall Creek Falls 

Upcoming Crosscut Certification! 

https://wildernessskillsinstitute.org/sawsi/2023-georgia-crosscut-saw-certification-course/
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§  Type of Clippers: Look for bypass clippers or pruning shears, which have two sharp blades that bypass 
each other, similar to scissors. This design allows for clean and precise cuts, making them suitable for trail 
work. 

§ Blade Quality: Hand clippers with high-quality blades that are sharp and durable. Stainless steel or carbon 
steel blades are common options as they offer excellent cutting performance and are resistant to rust. 

§ Blade Length: Choose a blade length that suits your specific trail maintenance needs. Longer blades pro-
vide more reach and are ideal for cutting thicker branches, while shorter blades offer better maneuverability 
for intricate cutting tasks. 

§ Handle Design: Look for hand clippers with ergonomic handles that provide a comfortable grip and reduce 
strain during prolonged use. Rubberized or cushioned handles can offer better control and reduce hand fa-
tigue. 

§ Locking Mechanism: Consider hand clippers with a secure locking mechanism. This feature allows you to 
lock the blades in a closed position when not in use, ensuring safe and easy storage. 

§ Weight and Portability: For trail work, lightweight clippers are preferable as they are easier to carry and use 
for extended periods. Look for compact designs that are easy to pack and transport. 

§ Reviews and Recommendations: Read product reviews and recommendations from other BMT trail work-
ers to get insights into the performance and durability of different hand clippers. 

Some popular brands known for producing quality hand clippers include Fiskars, Gerber and Corona. Ulti-
mately, the choice of hand clippers will depend on your personal preferences, budget, and the specific trail 
work you'll be doing. 

B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E  

Things We Should Carry - Hand Clippers 

by Bob Cowdrick 

You will never find me on a BMT hike or maintenance trip without a 
pair of hand clippers in my pack. You never know what you will find 
on the trail and wish you had a pair with you. 

When it comes to trail work, hand clippers are an essential tool for 
maintaining vegetation and clearing brush. They are especially useful 
for trimming small branches, vines and other vegetation that can ob-
struct trails.  

When choosing hand clippers for trail work, consider the following 
factors: 






















