
  

In May 2022, HB #7884, the Benton MacKaye Scenic Trial Act, was introduced in the 
House by Representatives Steve Cohen and Chuck Fleischmann. Currently the bill has 
seven co-sponsors. 

Now, time is running out for the legislation to be passed during this Congress. A Sep-
tember hearing before the House National Resources Committee is essential to getting 
the bill included in an omnibus bill for Public Lands, Outdoor Recreation and/or Natu-
ral Resources.  

A secluded forest pathway traversing 288 miles in three states, three National Forests, 
six Wilderness Areas and 93 miles in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park, the 
Benton MacKaye Trail (BMT) definitely exceeds the qualifications for National Sce-
nic Trail designation. 
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§ The trailôs natural, scenic beauty combined with its numerous cultural and historic 
features make it a shining jewel in the Southern Appalachian Mountains.  

§ Ninety-five percent of the BMT is on land managed by either the Forest Service or 
the National Park Service ï just 15 miles of the trail remain on public roads/private 
lands so new land acquisition will be limited and will be on a willing seller basis. 

§ The BMT easily meets the standard of long-distance trail viability ï the Benton 
MacKaye Trail Association (BMTA) has maintained the trail ever since construc-
tion began in 1980 (42 years ago). The associationôs 771 members include over 200 
trail maintenance volunteers. 

§ The BMTA has developed a long-standing and positive relationship with both the 
Forest Service and the National Park Service. 

§ The 800-mile Arizona National Scenic Trail is the most similar to the BMT in that 
the majority of its route is on National Forest and National Park lands. When it was 
designated in 2009, no Feasibility Study was required ï even though more than 100 
miles of the trail had not been built and were outside of federal lands. 

The BMT clearly meets the requirements of the National Trails System Act for Nation-
al Scenic Trail status. There is no reason to delay this designation for years in order to 
have an unnecessary Feasibility Study. To achieve our goal of having the BMT desig-
nated a National Scenic Trail, we need Representative Cohen and Representative 
Fleischmann to advocate for a September hearing for HB #7884 before the House Nat-
ural Resources Committee. If your permanent residence is in either Representative Co-
henôs or Representative Fleishmannôs district, please contact them to request a hearing 
for HB# 7884 before the House Natural Resources Committee. 

For additional information, contact BMTA President Ken Cissna, kcissna@usf.edu.  

http://www.bmta.org/
https://cohen.house.gov/zip-code-lookup?form=/contact/email
https://cohen.house.gov/zip-code-lookup?form=/contact/email
https://fleischmann.house.gov/address_authentication?form=/contact/email
mailto:kcissna@usf.edu
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{ŜƴŀǘƻǊ            wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜ 

.ŀǊǊȅ !ƭƭŜƴ. 

Wƻȅ CƻǊŜƘŀƴŘΦ  

Wƻȅ CƻǊŜƘŀƴŘ.  

https://bmtamail.org/docs/ContactSenatorFlier.pdf
https://bmtamail.org/docs/ContactRepresentativeFlier.pdf
mailto:bmtabarry@gmail.com
mailto:jwfbrga@gmail.com
mailto:jwfbrga@gmail.com
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https://bmta.org/product/2022-awards-banquet-rsvp/
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Ted Reissing had a successful first meeting with Joe Sisson on the subject of placing the Benton MacKaye 
Trail (BMT) through the Sisson development northwest of U. S. Highway 76 / Georgia Highway 5 in Gilmer 
County. Discussion of details relating to the trail location, easements and how the trail would be built were left 
to the Benton MacKaye Trail Association (BMTA) President Marty Dominy and Trail Construction Supervisor 
Bill Porter. Bill would go on to serve his first of three terms as president in 1993. 
 
Knowing David Sherman had worked for the National Park Service in the acquisition of property for the pro-
tection of the Appalachian Trail, Marty asked him for advice regarding negotiating a potentially donated ease-
ment. ñAsk for as much as you can getò was the response. ñA five-hundred-foot-wide easement would be ide-
al.ò 
 
Some days later, Bill and Marty arrived at the Sisson sales office to meet with Joe Sisson. The conversation in 
the lobby started nicely enough. When the discussion of how the easement would be structured was under way, 
Marty asked for the five hundred feet that David had suggested. At this point, Mr. Sisson said nothing, got up, 
and walked into his office. Bill and Marty looked at each as one does when opportunity suddenly vanishes. 
Yet, Mr. Sisson reappeared a few minutes later and spelled out what was acceptable. There would be a narrow 
easement through lots that had not already been sold, the trail would follow the development road in areas 
where lots had already been sold, the easement and trail would be moved within the property if future develop-
ment warranted it, and his surveyor would prepare a plat and have it recorded. Easements were recorded in the 
Gilmer County Courthouse on November 13, 1992, and on February 1, 1993. 
 
In the following weeks, there were meetings on the property to determine the route of the trail. At the time, Mr. 
Sissonôs property did not extend to Boardtown Road. To remedy this, an agreement was reached with Mr. 
Higdon, one of Mr. Sissonôs relatives, to locate the trail along a property line and a driveway to reach Lucius 
Road. After reaching Indian Rock, the BMT ascended the cove as it does now, turned south up a side cove, 
crossed the ridgeline, and made its way to the property line which it followed west for about a quarter mile. 
After descending Mr. Higdonôs driveway, the new route intersected the old route along Lucius Road at a point 
0.6-mile southeast of Boardtown Road. Plans were in place to finish this by National Trails Day in 1993. How-
ever, other National Trails Day events and warm weather conspired to keep the volunteer attendance at a mod-
est level for the late spring and summer months. A map and trail description insert for the new route was pub-
lished in the August 1993 BMTA Newsletter. A formal ribbon cutting for the new section was held on Septem-
ber 11, 1993. 

B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E  

JOE SISSON AND THE VALLEY CROSSING 
PART 2 

by Marty Dominy 

Trail improvements did not stop with the ribbon cutting. 
Lawrence Jump, BMTA vice-president at the time, took a 
keen interest in this section, and when the opportunity 
presented itself, led the effort to build a trail shelter below 
Indian Rock with material donated by Mr. Sisson.  
 
The Indian Rock Shelter was constructed in the summer 
of 1995. Access to the shelter was via a BMT relocation 
away from Indian Rock Road that was completed earlier 
that same year. Lawrence would go on to develop several 
loop trails connecting to the BMT in the area between 
Indian Rock and the Higdon easement. 

Continued next page 
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At one meeting, whose date is lost to time, the boundaries of the Sisson property were being reviewed on the 
sanitized version of the segment map. Mr. Sisson pointed to a property on the map and asked who the owner 
might be. Marty was a bit surprised as he thought Mr. Sisson would know all of the land ownerships for miles 
around. Marty checked the roster of landowners and produced the name and address of an individual in Flori-
da. Mr. Sisson scribbled this information on a note pad. By the next time the two talked, Mr. Sisson had pur-
chased the property. In due course, he suggested a new trail route directly to Boardtown Road at the county 
line as he now owned property extending all the way to that road. The new route extended up the cove past In-
dian Rock, crossed over the ridge to reach Tipton Gap, and climbed the eastern flank of Patterson Mountain. 
After crossing the Tennessee Valley Divide twice, the route descended a narrow cove to reach Boardtown 
Road. By the end of the July 1997 work trip, work on this relocation was substantially complete. As with any 
number of other relocations, finishing work, blazing and signing would come later as part of individual or 
small group efforts that were not advertised as regular monthly work trips. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The old cabin adjacent to the Sisson sales office serves as the BMTA headquarters. For over 30 years, the gen-
erosity of Joe Sisson and his family has truly been extraordinary! 
 

B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E  

Over the years, minor adjustments have 
been made in the trail location as more 
cabins were built. By 2011, it was clear 
that the bridge in the cove near the rail-
road would need replacement. Work ef-
forts in July and August of that year not 
only replaced the bridge in the cove but 
added two new bridges on either side of 
the shelter. Again, Mr. Sisson provided 
materials for this project, including sur-
plus catwalk sections from billboards that 
now form the deck of the bridge in the 
cove. His meeting room along Cherry 
Log Creek was the venue for multiple 
BMTA meetings.  
































