
  

We have alluded to the personality and natural-born salesmanship of Ted Reissing in a 
previous story. Willing to engage anyone in conversation, Ted did not shrink or flinch 
in the face of a challenge. In the mid-1980s he served several terms as vice president 
of the Benton MacKaye Trail Association (BMTA) before serving one term as presi-
dent in 1990. Ted and his wife, Kay, regularly served as gracious hosts for BMTA 
gatherings at their home in Dunwoody and at their second home and scorpion refuge 
high above the Coosawattee River southwest of Ellijay. He initiated the one first, true 
long-term strategic planning session for the organization. The story of how he saw op-
portunity and moved quickly is related below. 
 
With much discussion related to removing the trail from Stanley Creek Road in recent 
years, a look back at previous efforts is warranted. Even in the early days, a trail route 
rising to the south from Aska Road at the end of Shallowford Bridge was deemed to 
be quite desirable. Some research showed far too many small acreage owners along 
Aska Road and something of a checkerboard ownership alternating between the Forest 
Service and private owner higher along Bill Ridge. The concept at the time was to ac-
quire a route leading west on or near the crest of Bill Ridge to Indian Grave Gap, then 
follow the boundary of the Rich Mountain Wilderness to Stanley Creek. At this point, 
the trail would turn northeast along the creek to reach the existing Benton MacKaye 
Trail (BMT) in the vicinity of Fall Branch Falls. Other options to take a more direct 
route through Stanley Gap fell into disfavor because they bypassed Fall Branch Falls. 
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Some context is necessary to the narrative before 
we proceed. In the days before the BMT, there 
was a Rich Mountain Trail, which has since been 
renamed the Stanley Gap Trail for reasons that 
will become obvious in short order. It ran from 
near Deep Gap on Aska Road to somewhere on 
or about Rich Mountain. Whatever was south of 
Stanley Gap Road was abandoned when a road 
was built up along the north flank of Rich Moun-
tain. Some overgrown parts of that trail still ex-
ist, though the road was superimposed over 
much of it. The part north of Stanley Gap re-
mained with a few miles of it becoming part of 
the BMT. In time, the Forest Service would de-
velop the Aska Trails system to accommodate 
the rising popularity of mountain biking. It fea-
tured the Flat Creek Loop, using a bit of the Rich 
Mountain Trail. A number of trails were built on 
the northeast side of Aska Road along Green 
Mountain. Continued next page 

Solitude on Flat Creek Loop Trail. 
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Ted Reissing, often accused of spending more time thinking outside the box than inside the box, saw this as an 
opportunity. With a continuous trail system reaching from the BMT on Davenport Mountain to very near the 
Toccoa River on the north side of the Free Bend Area, all he had to do was piece together a route inside the 
bend in the river north and west of the existing BMT on Free Knob. As an afterthought, it also was mentioned 
that a new bridge over the Toccoa River might be in order (a minor detail, apparently). The problem inside the 
bend in the river was that while the Forest Service owned three distinct parcels of property along the river, 
none of them were connected. Ted contacted the owner of a private parcel which separated two Forest Service 
parcels and made his case. The owner was sympathetic and agreed to trail access across his property as long as 
the Forest Service would significantly upgrade the road leading into his property in a manner suitable for fu-
ture development and/or subdivision. Ted was elated. He declared to the BMTA board of directors that all we 
had to do was convince the Forest Service to go along with this arrangement and we would have a ñdone dealò. 
 
Well, not so fast. When Forest Service officials were presented with this proposal, they very nearly recoiled in 
horror. Rarely does one see the government shoot down any proposal as fast as they did this one. Under no cir-
cumstances could public money be used to assist in the development of private property. Legal access to a pri-
vate inholding is one thing, but this was completely different. The Forest Service was still on the defensive 
from criticism of the access allowed to a private parcel owned by the brother of then Congressman Ed Jenkins 
within the Blood Mountain Wilderness near Jarrard Gap. They were not about to have anything to do with a 
new controversy. 
 
As a postscript, it should be mentioned that a certain ex-construction supervisor was intrigued enough with this 
plan to conduct some investigation into the practicality of building it should the land deal come together. With 
a fiberglass 100-foot measuring tape in hand, he sought to determine the width of a free-flowing segment of 
the Toccoa River above the backwaters of Lake Blue Ridge. To his dismay, the tape reached its limit before 
the opposite bank was reached. A crude mark was made on the riverbed and the tape was spun back onto the 
reel. Trudging back across the river to the opposite bank, a measurement was made to the mark. One hundred 
forty feet, bank to bank. This meant a bridge roughly conforming to the dimensions of the Toccoa River sus-
pension bridge on Section 2 would be needed. The cost of this would have been in the high tens of thousands 
of dollars even in the 1990s. And on a final note, I would be remiss if I didnôt mention that the same people 
who objected to a route through Stanley Gap bypassing Fall Branch Falls objected to this route for the same 
reason. 

Hmm. Not a ñDone Dealò! Back to the drawing board! 
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{ŜƴŀǘƻǊ            wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜ 

https://bmtamail.org/docs/ContactSenatorFlier.pdf
https://bmtamail.org/docs/ContactRepresentativeFlier.pdf


P A G E  3  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Angelina Jumper, Cultural Resources Supervisor, Junaluska Museum and Junaluska Medicine Trail, Eastern 
Band of the Cherokee Indians (EBCI) will be the featured speaker at BMTAôs Annual Meeting and Hike Fest 
November 5, 2022. Her presentation is titled ñResistance in the Heart of Cherokee Country.ò 
 
Angelina Jumper is an enrolled member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee. She serves as the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indianôs Cultural Resources Supervisor. Her role at the Junaluska Museum includes attaining archiv-
al inventory, researching Cherokee resistance in Graham/Cherokee counties, maintenance of the Junaluska Me-
morial and Medicine Trail, and design development for the upcoming Museum expansion. 

Angelina grew up in Atlanta, Georgia, where she attended Georgia State University before attending Western 
Carolina Universityôs Cherokee Studies Graduate program.  

She is very passionate about sharing her culture with others and educating on the history of Cherokee peoples 
in Western North Carolina. Her presentation promises to be an enriching and unique experience! 
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CƻǊ /ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 5ŜǘŀƛƭǎΣ Dƻ ǘƻ !ƴƴǳŀƭ aŜŜǝƴƎ 

 Angelina Jumper  

BMTA  Annual Meetingôs Featured Speaker 

https://bmta.org/2022-annual-meeting-hike-fest/
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https://bmta.org/product/2022-awards-banquet-rsvp/
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https://bmta.org/product/land-acquisition-fund/
https://bmta.org/product/donate/
https://bmta.org/product/membership/
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wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ hƴƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƭŜŀƴ ¢Ǌŀƛƭǎ 5ŀȅκD! ²ƻǊƪ ¢ǊƛǇ bƻǿΗ 

Or Contact 

Bob Cowdrick, ōŎƻǿŘǊƛŎƪϪŎƻƳŎŀǎǘΦƴŜǘ 

https://bmta.org/events/ga-october-8-2022-work-trip/
mailto:bcowdrick@comcast.net
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On Saturday, September 17, I had the opportunity to lead a hike from Mud Gap to Whigg Meadow. The 
weather was perfect for the short, uphill hike. At Whigg Meadow, we saw several bird banding volunteers 
working quickly to get the specs on birds (type, age body fat, weight, wing length and more). The birds are 
collected from 14 nets that are checked every half hour. We immediately engaged with the volunteers to learn 
more about this event. These volunteers came from as far away as Minnesota to participate in this very im-
portant task. Most of the birds were warblers and had spent the summer in Canada. Now they were just begin-
ning their migratory flight to South America. Before flying over the Gulf of Mexico these birds must put on 
fifty percent more weight in order to make the long journey. This was a great hike and everyone really enjoyed 
the added perk of the bird banding! 
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Bird Banding and Hiking at Whigg Meadow 
by Kelly Motter 
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After a two-year hiatus, the Dahlonega Trail Fest returned to Hancock Park September 17, 2022. The event put 
the spotlight on hiking as well as a wide array of other outdoor recreational opportunities in the Southern Ap-
palachian Mountains, making it a great venue for the Benton MacKaye Association (BMTA). 

The crosscut saw competition drew the crowdôs attention as sawyer teams from the BMTA, Mountain High 
Hikers (MHH) and the Georgia Appalachian Trail Club (GATC) competed to be the fastest to cut through a 12
-inch log.  

In first place with a time of 1:00 minute was the MHH team of a Mountain High Hiker and a National Forest 
Representative. 

BMTAers Steve Bayliss and John Oudin came in second with a time of 1:18. GATCôs team was third complet-
ing the cut in 1:55. 

Festival guests were eager participants in BMTAôs Inter-Active Crosscut where our guests cut their own piece 
of the pine. With their curiosity peaked by participating in the crosscut, many headed straight for the very busy 
BMTA Booth. 

Presentations on the main stage included ñHow and Where to Use Bear Sprayò by Gerald Hodge, ñThe Who, 
What, Where and Why of the BMTò by Clare Sullivan as well as a Thru Hiker Panel presentation. 

An extremely successful event for BMTA, the association garnered 50 sign-ups and two Memberships! 

Our thanks to Steve Bayliss, Jeff DePaola, Frank Forehand, Whitney June, Patty Masters, Patrick McNally, 
John Oudin, Clare Sullivan, Kathy Williams and Vicki Yunker for volunteering to host BMTAôs activities at 
the Dahlonega Trail Fest! It is volunteers like these who make BMTAôs recruitment programs possible. 
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Dahlonega Trail Fest Is Back! 
by Clare Sullivan 

Steve Bayliss and John Oudin during the crosscut saw competition! 

If you would like to volunteer at a future festival, please contact 
Joy Forehand. 




























