
  

The area we know as Section 7 of the Benton MacKaye Trail (BMT) was fraught with 
challenges in the early days of trail development. The geography around the Hayes-
ville Fault Line is quite different from the rest of the Blue Ridge and it provides a nat-
ural transportation corridor into and out of the Tennessee Valley. U. S. Highway 76 
and the old L&N Railroad make use of the Cherry Log Creek Valley while Boardtown 
Road uses the parallel Boardtown Creek Valley. The Tennessee Valley Divide follows 
a roundabout course up Long Mountain to the grounds of the courthouse in Blue 
Ridge before turning back into Gilmer County. It turns once again back into Fannin 
County before reaching Bushy Head Gap. Forest Service land ends at the west base of 
Scroggin Knob and resumes at Bushy Head Gap. The straight-line distance between 
the two is five miles. Any walk route along roads or a trail route through the woods 
was bound to be longer. 
 
From the base of Scroggin Knob at the county line where Weaver Creek Road in Fan-
nin County and Laurel Creek Road in Gilmer County come together, the original Ben-
ton MacKaye Trail followed Laurel Creek Road and the right fork directly out U.S. 
Highway 76 / Georgia Highway 5 at Cherry Log Baptist Church. There were two dirt 
roads leading from the Cherry Log Valley to the Boardtown Valley: Maxwell Road to 
the north and Lucius Road to the south. It was decided that Lucius Road was more 
practical, so the BMT turned southwest (left) on the highway, northwest (right) on Lu-
cius Road, north (right) on Boardtown Road, and northwest (left) on Bushy Head Gap 
Road. Keep in mind that at the time Highway 76 was a two-lane road while Lucius 
Road, Maxwell Road, and Bushy Head Gap Road were dirt roads. 
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In the 1980s most of the railroads in the 
eastern United States were consolidated 
into two companies: Norfolk Southern and 
CSX. CSX obtained a number of railroads 
and began closing the redundant, low traf-
fic, and unprofitable routes. This included 
the old Louisville and Nashville line up 
the Cherry Log Valley between Ellijay and 
Blue Ridge. In 1987, the Benton MacKaye 
Trail Association (BMTA) was getting 
notices regarding the proposed abandon-
ment of this line and inquired about its use 
for the BMT for 1.7 miles between the 
Cherry Log Creek bridge and Lucius 
Road.   

http://www.bmta.org/
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The plan was for the BMT to cross two or three private properties beginning east of Highway 76, pass under 
the highway bridge over the creek, and intersect the railroad west of the highway, thus eliminating the road 
walk along Highway 76. This never materialized because local businesses and county governments petitioned 
to keep the line open. The State of Georgia bought the part of the railroad from Ellijay to McCaysville. Parts of 
this operate today as the Blue Ridge Scenic Railroad. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There was an interest in determining if a relatively direct off-road route between Scroggin Knob and Bushy 
Head Gap was possible. In the summer of 1988, copies of tax maps were obtained. These, by themselves, were 
not much use without the information from the tax digest. So, beginning in October of 1988, landowner identi-
fication was performed over the course of a number of trips to the Gilmer County courthouse in Ellijay and the 
Fannin County courthouse in Blue Ridge. In that day and time, there were no internet searches or electronic 
files to be had. Someoneôs best guess at the location of property boundaries was drawn on blueline copies of 
aerial photographs. This is what constituted tax maps at the time in rural Georgia. This information was passed 
along to David Sherman, who in turn passed it along to the people who made the segment maps for the Appa-
lachian Trail property acquisition project. Those poor people pulled their hair out trying to get all of the pieces 
of the puzzle to fit, but eventually put together three segment maps covering the area from Scroggin Knob to 
Bushy Head Gap. These maps were at a scale of 1:7200 with over three times the detail of a standard topo-
graphic map. Two versions of each map were made. The first was for public consumption, showing the land 
ownership pattern with public information that anyone could obtain by simply doing their own research. The 
second was for internal use and showed an idealized route for the BMT through the area. 
 
Ted Reissing was a skilled salesman and truly enjoyed meeting and getting to know new people. In 1990, he 
was also the president of the BMTA. Over the course of his travels in the North Georgia Mountains the follow-
ing year, Ted was to meet Joe Sisson. Joe was a former educator at the college level, native of the area around 
Cherry Log, and head of a family business that sold lots and cabins to retirees and those wanting a second 
home in a less hectic part of the world. Ted explained the concept of the trail to Mr. Sisson and suggested that 
the BMT might be an amenity for the Sisson development. A more detailed account of this discussion appears 
in the December 2021 edition of the BMTA Newsletter. With an agreement in principle between the two, de-
tails of trail location and easements were turned over to Marty Dominy and Bill Porter. 

 
The story continues in the September Newsletter. 
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Laurel Creek Blue Ridge Scenic Railroad Train 
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On a sunny, warm day, a group of eight hikers met at the Pheasant Fields Picnic Area near the Tellico Fish 
Hatchery. We hiked six miles up the Benton MacKaye Trail (BMT) along the Sycamore Creek / BMT Trail 
beside the old logging railroad grade to Whigg Ridge Road. This is a fairly gentle climb with switchbacks 
which allowed trains to reverse direction to negotiate the climb up the mountainside. We ate lunch at the 
campsite by the uppermost switchback. Next, we hiked a short distance to the Whigg Ridge Trailhead, then 
started steeply down this trail back to the Fish Hatchery. Total distance was 10.3 miles with a climb of about 
2300'. Because of the easy grade up the BMT the trek was not too difficult. 
 
On the way,  Hike Leader Rick Harris stopped frequently to give some of the logging history of the area and 
discussed the brook trout reintroduction project. 
 
Hikers were Rick and Brenda Harris (Hike Leaders), their son David and grandson Benton, Nolan Triplett, 
Kelly Motter, Tom Sewell and Lucia Case. 
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Whigg Ridge / BMT Loop Hike 
by Rick Harris 
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Several hikers joined me on a loop hike of the Appalachian Trail (AT) and the Benton MacKaye Trail (BMT). 
The weather was a bit foggy, but cool, and we avoided the rain! We stopped at the Southern Terminus of the 
AT and as well as the Southern Terminus of the BMT. Lunch was at Owen Vista, where the fog was slowly 
lifting. Afterwards, we worked to remove a small blowdown from the trail. Total mileage was 4.7 and every-
one seemed to enjoy themselves! 
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Looping the AT/BMT on Springer Mountain 
by Kelly Motter 

https://bmta.org/2022-annual-meeting-hike-fest/































