
  

When BMTA Vice President and annual meeting planner Joy Forehand asked me 
what the proceeds from the raffle at Novemberôs Annual Meeting and Hike Fest meet-
ing should go to this year, the answer was easy: BMTAôs new Land Acquisition Fund 
(LAF). The purpose of the LAF is to secure funds that will help purchase or more like-
ly contribute to purchasing land that will allow us to move the trail off of dangerous 
public roads or undesirable private land. The LAF has its own bank account and a 
mission statement that limits how the money can be used.   
 
Of our 288 miles, only 15 miles (or 5%) are not on protected federal land. Few trails 
of our length could make that claim. Our biggest problem area, in my opinion, is adja-
cent to the section for which I serve as maintainer, Fall Branch Falls. We have a three 
mile road walk from the Toccoa River Restaurant along Stanley Creek Road to where 
the trail returns to National Forest as it heads up to the Falls. This is a dangerous walk   
because people drive too fast and there isnôt much shoulder available for the hiker to 
get off the road.  
 
We have another undesirable road walk just a short distance northbound.  After the 
trail leaves the Sisson development at Boardtown Road, we have a 2.6-mile walk 
along Boardtown and then up Bushy Head Road to where the trail returns to the 
woods. This isnôt as much a problem as Stanley Creek Road, but itôs still a road where 
cars drive. None of us wants to hike on trafficked roads.  
 
In between those road walks, we have a section where the trail cuts through the Sisson 
development in Cherry Log. For those who donôt know, the trail here alternates be-
tween some beautiful woodsy areas and the roads in the community. Although walk-
ing through private property isnôt ideal, many years ago Joe Sisson gave us an ease-
ment through the developmentðand the traffic is slower!ðconsequently, getting the 
trail off this section is a much, much lower priority.    
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BMTA Headquarters 

Benton MacKaye Trail Association 

BMTA Officers 2020-2021 

So, if you choose to purchase a raffle ticketðor two or ten!ð100% of your pur-
chase price will go into BMTAôs Land Acquisition Fund.   

Of course, BMTA is a 501(c)(3) organization, which means that we can accept 
tax deductible charitable gifts. So, if raffles arenôt your thing, you can still give a 
gift to the Land Acquisition Fund, confident that the money will be used exclu-
sively for buying land or an easement and moving the trail to a safer and more 
secure location. Donations can be made online on the Donate Page. Put "Land Ac-
quisition Fund" in the ñAdditional Information/Order Notesò opposite your name. 
Or, mail a check with that notation BMTA, PO Box 6, Cherry Log, GA 30522. 

http://www.bmta.org/
https://bmta.org/donate/
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The June 12th BMTA Georgia work day focused on Section 6 ï Fall Branch Falls to Weaver Creek Road, a 
very popular stretch of trail for hikers and families. Patrick (Patman) Ward graciously volunteered to organize 
and lead the work day and did an outstanding job. 
 
After meeting at the Blue Ridge Home Depot at 8:30AM, four crews were created. They broke into their corre-
sponding crews with each one determined to "Leave a footpath for generations to followò and were dispatched 
to their sections. 
 
Crew 1 - Thirty-three rehabbed and two newly installed water diversions from the top of Fall Branch Falls to 
the intersection with the Stanley Gap Trail.  They also performed over 300 feet of needed tread repair by side-
hilling. Stupendous! 
 
Crew 2 - The saw team of three cleared six blowdowns, of which several were very complex...not your run of 
the mill two cuts and move on. They had the bonus of a rootball trail restoration project with one of the blow-
downs. Great job! 
 
Crew 3 - Hiked (sort of vigorously) in with brush cutters to the base of Rocky Mountain....cleared under-
growth to the summit and back SOBO on the BMT for about 1/2 mile. The trail is much more pleasant for the 
many day hikers coming through. Nicely done! 
 
Crew 4 - Twenty-one water diversions, mostly newly established, on the not so gentle slopes of Weaver Creek 
up to Scroggin Knob. Your work will certainly help preserve the tread on this section of the BMT. This won-
derful crew also lopped some heavy, early summer growth from the parking area to the first campsite SOBO 
on the BMT...I can assure you our taller hikers are especially thankful for your work. Way to go! 
 
The Twenty-two members and guests expended over 158 volunteer hours of effort! Very commendable! 
 
To our guests and first-time volunteers - we cannot thank you enough for not only supporting the work, but for 
doing so very cheerfully and with great zest.  Please join us again on July 10th when we will be working on 
multiple sections that need our attention. 
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Georgia Work Trip 
 by Bob Cowdrick 
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Nine BMTA hikers had a great hike on a warm, humid day at Boling Park. Looking at the dismal picture of 
logging at the trailhead, you would never have believed how beautiful a hike we were embarking on. We 
covered a wide five-mile loop on four different trails with plenty of flowers and wildlife to see. Gary Har-
mon was inspired to become our poetic minstrel. 
 
Hikers Melody by Gary Harmon 
Howard the gallant leader of the hike, 
Moves out like a racer on a bike. 
The team of followers rapid in pace, 
Anxious to complete the 5-mile race. 
Time drags on in the heat of the day, 
And sweat begins to get in the way. 
Drink lots of water at the first, 
Electrolytes added quenches thirst.  
Uphill and downhill causes fatigue, 
But perseverance prevents critique. 
Now the creeks required to ford, 
And bridges to cross are a reward. 
We finally think the end is near, 
But are told we are only halfway there. 
So, the tiredness becomes a norm, 
But hikers are required to perform. 
Last bursts of strength are called upon, 
Not defeated to become a champion. 
Godôs beauty all around is the prize, 
To accomplish without compromise. 
The goal of the hike is not to win, 
But finish the race that we begin.     

 
 

Strolling in Boling   
by Howard Baggett photos courtesy of Suzanne Downing 

 




















