
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
I vividly remember my first BMTA Work Trip. It was four years ago -- a workday set 
up by Phil Guhl through our employer AT&T. A member of the BMTA, Phil had 
worked out an arrangement with the company such that we would be paid for our nor-
mal eight-hour workday while volunteering for the BMTA, a nonprofit organization. 
What a great chance to get out of the office and get paid, I thought! 

 
 

       ,  
   

      http://www.bmta.org/   

An Unexpected Passion Results in an Unexpected Award! 
by Shane Morrison 
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Shane, learning the skills and finding a passion! 

I wasnôt sure what to expect, but was really excited about being outdoors while getting 
paid! We caravanned to our destination at the viewing stands -- better known as ñthe 
amphitheaterò on Section 5. I was impressed with the arsenal of tools as well as the pro-
fessionalism of Phil and Maintenance Director, Barry Allen, as they explained every-
thing in detail. Our day was to consist of sidehilling and cleaning water diversions. That 
day I learned something é sidehilling is hard work! However, we completed our as-
signed tasks, proud of all we had accomplished. Unexpectedly, I was hooked. 

http://www.bmta.org/
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B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E   

Now I look forward to the second Saturday of each monthôs Georgia work trips. There are many reasons I en-
joy the work trips, but mostly itôs the camaraderie. The workers are a great collection of personalities, skill sets 
and backgrounds. I have worked and hiked on a majority of sections on the BMT in Georgia and have per-
formed, not mastered, most of the tasks associated with trail maintenance. I have to say that clearing trees off 
the trail, especially with crosscut saws, is my favorite task. There is a kind of art to it. You have to ñreadò how 
the weight is distributed on the downed tree to ensure you make the proper cuts at the proper spots to avoid 
binding or damaging your saw. 
 
I have some great memories from those trips. Iôll never forget Barry rolling out this wheelbarrow with straps 
attached to the front of it. Next thing I know fellow BMTA member Patrick Ward and I are harnessed up like 
horses and encouraged to pull the wheelbarrow full of 8 x 8ôs up a steep hill to replace rotted steps -- to make 
the trail safer for hikers. Luckily, we were not the only horses to volunteer that day! 
 
On a February 2020 overnight trip we were to clear trees off the trail around Thunder Rock Campground in 
Tennessee. Since this is wilderness, we had to utilize crosscut saws. Friday was cold but went well as we cut 
out nearly 30 trees. Saturday morning we awoke to snow falling and it was accumulating fast. We still pushed 
forward and removed over 30 trees in 4-6ò of snow.  

 
In 2019 I logged 118 hours into the AT&T volunteer portal. Early in 2020 I received an email saying my name 
had been submitted for a Presidential Award. I thought, cool. I guess the president of my division will be send-
ing me a note and maybe a gift card. The award arrived in December 2020. What I found was very, very unex-
pected. It was not a congratulatory note from the president of my division at AT&T. It was a letter, certificate 
and lapel pin from the President of the United States! It was the ñPresidentôs Volunteer Service Award.ò I was 
shocked and humbled. So many more members of the BMTA put in a lot more hours than I do and deserve 
recognition. I donôt volunteer with the BMTA to get awards, itôs just fun for me! 
 
So picture me on a stage now accepting this award. Here is what I would say: ñThis award truly belongs to all 
the members of the BMTA who work tirelessly to run a non-profit organization dedicated to the Benton Mac-
Kaye Trail. There is not a more dedicated or better group of people on the planet. They are preserving and 
passing on to future generations what I consider to be the best trail in Georgia, Tennessee and North Carolina. 
Everyoneôs volunteer hours matter and they can have a huge impact. Itôs not the award that matters. Itôs the 
reward, which is preserving a small treasure that winds through the mountains of Georgia, Tennessee and 
North Carolina ï the Benton MacKaye Trail.ò 
 
If you are reading this and have not volunteered with the BMTA, please consider doing so. You may find an 
unexpected passion!  
 
To let the BMTA know where you would like to volunteer I recommend you complete the Volunteer Form on 
the BMTA website. 

I always have such a great time on our work trips that I really 
never thought about it as volunteerism and how important that is. 
That changed in 2018 when I learned my employer has a portal 
that allows you to log your volunteer hours. I then discovered 
they will grant you money based on the hours you volunteered. 
That money can be directed to the nonprofit of your choice. Con-
sequently, Iôve directed a few thousand dollars to BMTA.  
 
I encourage you to check with your employer, or any other com-
panies you buy goods or services from to see if they have similar 
programs, including volunteering. Your volunteer hours and con-
tributions do matter! 

https://bmta.org/volunteer/#form
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As part of an ongoing conversation related to improvements on the BMT, several members of the Association 
recently had a conference call with Christine Hoyer of the Great Smoky Mountain National Park.   
 
Historically, the BMTA has been restricted to campsite maintenance and cleanup at a number of sites accessi-
ble by boat along the Lakeshore Trail/BMT. While we had hoped to assemble small teams to maintain a few 
sections of trail, the Park Service has asked that initially we limit our maintenance to the following tasks: 
 
1) Maintenance of 14 additional campsites not accessible by boat. The Park has asked that we (BMTA) 
find volunteers to clean these sites during the year. Typically, this would be hike in/hike out work, po-
tentially involving overnights on the trail. 

 
2)   Inspection of the trail by knowledgeable hikers, noting problems with tread, seasonal plant growth or 
with areas in need of water diversion work.  

 
Interested volunteers should be able to perform both campsite clean-up and trail inspections during trips. Items 
noted on trail inspections will be submitted to the Park Service for follow-up work.  
 
Work on the BMT within the Park is typically performed by seasonal employees or GSMNP Volunteers. The 
Park has expressed a willingness to help with supervision of BMTA volunteers should we wish to bring a 
group to the Park for maintenance. More on this during the yearéé.. 
 
Please contact me at bmtabarry@gmail.com if you have an interest in helping maintain the trail within the 
GSMNP. Your information will be passed to Christine Hoyer who will be responsible for contacting new vol-
unteers for orientation and training. 
 
Please note that the BMTA does not have a Volunteer Agreement in place with the Park Service. BMTA 
members who volunteer in the Great Smoky Mountain National Park will need to undergo training and ori-
entation with Park Service employees before performing any work. 
 

B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E  

Maintenance in the Great Smoky Mountain National Park 
by Barry Allen 

mailto:bmtabarry@gmail.com
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Six members, and guest Vickie Yunker, completed the eight-mile round trip from GA 60 over Toonowee 
Mountain to the Swinging Bridge. The Toccoa River sparkled and the crisp, winter air was invigorating as we 
basked in stunning long-distance views.  

B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E  

Toonowee and the Swinging Bridge 
by Steve Dennison 

The Swinging Bridge - one of the BMTôs iconic destinations.  
Photo by Susan Paul 

View from the top of Toonowee Mountain. 
Photo by Steve Dennison 

BMT/AT Loop on Springer Mountain 
by Mike Pilvinsky 

The plan was to celebrate New Year's Day with an iconic hike to the 
southern terminus of both the BMT and the AT. Unfortunately, Mother 
Nature preferred to bestow upon us over an inch of rain and an entire 
day of less than ideal hiking weather. While disappointed, we merely 
postponed the hike for 24 hours and were rewarded with a day of per-
fect hiking weather.   
 
Beginning at Big Stamp Gap, nine of us set out on the loop. Six hiked 
clockwise while three dogs, accompanied their humans, set out counter-
clockwise. Along the way we encountered a BMTA icon, George Ow-
en, who explained to us how he discovered (in the 1980s,) what is now 
called Owen Vista.  Further along the trail both George Owen and Dar-
cy Douglas told us how the trail, which was originally the AT, became 
the current BMT. It was really great hiking with history makers. 
 
After visiting the beginning of the AT, we headed downhill where we 
encountered 30 or more hikers coming up from the parking lot. Then, it 
was lunch at Cross Trails and back to Big Stamp Gap for a celebratory 
toast to a better new year!  
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MEMBERSHIP DONATE 

https://bmta.org/product/membership/
https://bmta.org/product/donate/
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Hemp Top to Jack's River via BMT 
by Carolyn Sewell 

Eight hikers ventured out on a sunny day to explore the 

beautiful Cohutta Wilderness. The hike began at Dally Gap 

hiking up to the intersection of the BMT at Spanish Oak 

Gap, then down to the Jack's River Trail. 

We walked past the confluence of Bear Creek and Jacks 

River to one of the campsites that we all decided would be a 

great summer cookout site (complete with a sandy beach!).  

Even though we had a few challenging blowdowns to nego-

tiate, a good time was had by all!  

ƘƛƪŜƭŜŀŘŜǊatϪōƳǘŀƳŀƛƭΦƻǊƎ I9w9 

mailto:hikeleaderMP@bmtamail.org
https://bmta.org/event/spend-the-night-under-the-stars-fort-mountain-state-park/


P A G E  7  

 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E  

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

Celebrate!! Howard ós 82nd Birthday Hike! 
by Howard Baggett 

At Brushy Creek Loop 14 hikers divided into two groups with Howard Baggett leading a group clockwise  

and Tom Sewell leading a group counterclockwise. The weatherman gave us a perfect winter hike on an ex-

cellent trail along the Ocoee Lake. ñIndomitable Howardò especially enjoyed everyone joining him for his 

82nd birthday hike and challenged all to return again next year!  
















