
  

Six weeks. After spending thousands of hours in the National Forests over the last sev-
eral years, it has been six weeks since my last trip to the Benton MacKaye and the 
Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest. Iôm getting fat and restless walking trails and 
parks in my home county of Gwinnett, but I have been a responsible citizen by adhering 
to the guidelines of the USFS and local governments during the virus shutdown. Earlier 
this week, I sent an inquiry to the Blue Ridge Ranger District asking about plans for 
opening some of the areas of our trail now considered off limits. The BRRD, which is 
the home to the Benton MacKaye from Springer Mountain to Weaver Creek, replied 
promptly: ñlook for a plan by the end of the week.ò Rest assured, as soon as I receive a 
timeline for opening the trail, Iôll get it to the membership. 
 
I absolutely HATE to focus on bad news, but I need to report on a series of virus related 
cancellations. I hope to get all of this bad news out of the way at once so we can return 
to good news and accomplishments in the coming months. 

 
Regretfully, I must report the cancellation of our organized Annual Meeting at Unicoi 
State Park in November. The Board decided to take this action after it became clear 
there would be too many health concerns with a large meeting in the fall of the year.   
Since our by-laws do require an annual meeting in October or November of the year, 
we are currently looking at options to minimize the risk to our membership and still 
meet the requirement of holding an annual meeting. We will provide more details on 
this event in the June Presidentôs Message. 
 
The National Trails Day event for June has been cancelled. For many years, the Benton 

MacKaye and the Georgia Appalachian Trail Clubs have held a joint event, most re-

cently at Vogel State Park. Initially, the plan had been to hold a joint work day at Ami-

calola Falls State Park, but due to health concerns, this event has been put on hold and 

will not be rescheduled for 2020. 

       ,  

Presidentôs Column 

M A Y  2 0 2 0  V O L U M E  3 7 ,  I S S U E  5 

Points of Interest 

Click the title to go directly to the page. 

Presidentõs Column 

Support  

Phased Reopening 

Craddock to Weaver 

Boling Park 

Lake Notteley 

Wildcat Creek Loop 

Trillium Extravaganza 

Towee Creek Loop 

Upcoming Hikes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President:    Barry Allen 

Vice President:  Joy Forehand 

Secretary:  Clare Sullivan 

Treasurer:         Margaret Meadows 

GA M/C:   Phil Guhl 

TN/NC M/C:  Rick Harris 

Smokies Coord:   Larry Dumas 

Hiking Director:     Ken Cissna 

Store:                      Ken Cissna 

Membership:          Frank Forehand 

Publicity:   Jeff DePaola                            

Conservation:   Dave Ricker 

Past President:  Tom Keene 

Newsletter:             Kathy Williams 

State Rep GA:    Bob Cowdrick  

State Rep TN/NC:   Larry Van Dyke 

BMTA Headquarters 

Benton MacKaye Trail Association 

BMTA Officers 2019-2020 

Continued next page 

Work-Walk-Week in North Carolina has been cancelled, as have all trail related work 

activities for at least the next month. We hope to return to work on the trail in early 

summer, but will draw guidance from the USFS and NPS on this front. Initially, we 

will structure work days a bit differently, utilizing smaller groups spread out on several 

sections of trail for maintenance, rather than working a single section of trail  intensely 

with one large group. 
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All training classes for chainsaw and crosscut saw have been cancelled. However, the Forest Service has added 
one year to the saw cards of all sawyers whose cards expire during the 2020 calendar year. Qualified sawyers 
are becoming a scarce commodity, so if you have a card, we really need your help as soon as volunteers are 
released to work on the trail. 
 
Essentially all local festivals have been cancelled for the next several months. Since we had booths reserved at 
a number of these local festivals and events, opportunities for publicity and outreach have been dramatically 
reduced or eliminated for 2020.  
 
Sorry to bear the news of all of these cancellationséé   
 
Until next month ï Please stay safe and wellééé. 
              

B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E  

Forest to Barry: 

Saving this for your upcoming fat reduction plan. 
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Black Sheep 

(706) 946-3663  

 

RE-OPENING MAY 19 

 
 
 
 

Celebrate Blue Ridge 

Cabin Rentals 

(770) 689-9826 
 

OPEN NOW! 

 
 
 
 

 

Ducktown Copper Inn 

(423) 496-5541  

 

OPEN TO HIKERS NOW! 

 
 
 
 

 

Flip Flop Burgers 

(423) 338-4987 
 

RE-OPENING MAY 1 

 
 
 
 

Lowery & Associates 

Land Surveying LLC 

(770) 334-8186 
 

OPEN NOW! 

 
 
 
 

 

Mountain Place Realty 

(706) 946-1520  

 

CALL US NOW! 

 
 
 
 

North Georgia Treks 

Photography 

 
 

VISIT US ONLINE 

 
 
 
 

Starr Mountain 

Outfitters 

(423) 781-7695 
 

NOW OPEN! 

 
 
 
 

Blue Jeans Pizza & 

Pizza Factory 

(706) 632-6503 
 

TAKEOUT & DELIVERY 

As Businesses Re-Open 

Support Those Who Support US! 

Call or click on a logo to go to the website. 

https://www.blacksheepblueridge.com/
https://celebrateblueridge.com/
https://www.theducktowncopperinn.com/location
https://www.flipflopburgers.com/
https://lowerylandsurveys.com/
https://www.mountainplacerealty.com/
https://richard-parks.pixels.com/
https://www.starrmountainoutfitters.com/
https://www.bluejeansblueridge.com/
http://www.bmta.org/Membership.php
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Following guidance from the White House, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and state and 
local public health authorities, Great Smoky Mountains National Park is increasing recreational access and ser-
vices. The National Park Service (NPS) is working servicewide with federal, state, and local public health au-
thorities to closely monitor the COVID-19 pandemic and using a phased approach to increase access on a park-
by-park basis. 
 
Beginning May 9, the park will reopen many roads and trails. The health and safety of employees, partners, 
volunteers, visitors, and local residents remains the highest priority in park reopening decisions. Park managers 
will examine each facility function and service provided to ensure those operations comply with current public 
health guidance, and will be regularly monitored. Park managers will also continue to work closely with the 
NPS Office of Public Health using CDC guidance to ensure public and workspaces are safe and clean for all 
users. 
 
ñWe recognize this closure has been extremely difficult for our local residents, as well as park visitors from 
across the country, who seek the park as a special place for healing, exercise, recreation, and inspiration,ò said 
Superintendent Cassius Cash. ñWe are approaching this phased reopening with that in mind, as we balance our 
responsibility to protect park resources and the health and safety of everyone.ò 
 
Park managers are implementing new safety measures in facility operations and services to help prevent the 
spread of COVID-19 as areas reopen to the public. Campgrounds, picnic pavilions, visitor centers, and many 
secondary roads will remain closed during the first reopening phase, which is expected to last for at least two 
weeks. Some of these measures will include disinfectant fogging operations for restrooms and public build-
ings, installation of plexiglass shields at visitor centers, personal protective equipment requirements for 
maintenance workers, new safety protocols for emergency services staff, and reduced group size limits.  

 
While many areas will be accessible for visitors to enjoy, a return to full operations will continue to be phased 
and services may be limited. The park typically has more than one million visitors each month, May through 
October, from across the country. When recreating, the public should follow local area health orders, practice 
Leave No Trace principles, avoid crowding, and avoid high-risk outdoor activities. The CDC has offered guid-

ance to help people recreating in parks and open spaces prevent the spread of infectious diseases. We will 
continue to monitor all park functions to ensure that visitors adhere to CDC guidance for mitigating risks asso-
ciated with the transmission of COVID-19, and take any additional steps necessary to protect public health.    

 
For the most up to date information about facility openings, service hours, and access, please visit the park 
website at www.nps.gov/grsm/planyourvisit/conditions.htm. Park rangers remain available to answer questions 
and help with trip planning via email or phone during business hours at (865) 436-1291, (828) 506-8620, or 
GRSM_Smokies_Information@nps.gov. 
 

--NPS-- 
www.nps.gov/grsm 

www.Facebook.com/GreatSmokyMountainsNPS 
www.Twitter.com/GreatSmokyNPS 
www.Instagram.com/GreatSmokyNPS 

www.flickr.com/greatsmokymountainsnationalpark 
 
  

B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E  

Great Smoky Mountains National Park  
Phased Reopening on May 9 

about:blank
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B A C K  T O  M E N U  P A G E  

Craddock Center to Weaver Creek 
by Tom Sewell with photos from Roger Herr and Ken Cissna 

Tom Sewell led this hike along the BMT from the 
Craddock Center, which is located where the BMT 
crosses Hwy 515, to Weaver Creek. This section of the 
BMT (7a) is mostly on unmaintained county roads with 
little or no traffic. We found two creek crossings that 
required water shoes. Our group, all of whom were ea-
ger to be outside hiking and doing so safely, agreed that 
the wet feet and ñsocial distancesò were worth the 
chance to hike. Besides hike leader Tom Sewell, the 
hikers included Howard Baggett, Ken Cissna, Roger 
Herr, Roger Roy, and Carolyn Sewell.   


















