
  

Last week, I sent a message to our members and friends concerning the status of 

the BMT and our ability to maintain and hike the trail -- as I understood it at the 

time. The message is repeated below. Since then, a few changes have drifted into 

my inbox, affecting essentially all maintenance on the trail.  

The Forest Service in North Carolina and in the majority of the Cherokee Nation-

al Forest in Tennessee asked that volunteer work be suspended. Georgians are be-

ing asked to shelter in place, beginning Friday. 

 Effective immediately, I am asking that all trail maintainers suspend maintenance 

work on the BMT.  Hikers should check the status of all trails on various National 

Park Service or United States Forest Service websites, as well as checking with local 

authorities on directives.  

We invite you to make use of the trail as the opportunity provides, but we remind the 

public to be responsible and adhere to directives as posted. Where the trail remains 

open, individuals and small groups of hikers certainly may enjoy the trail. In these are-

as, maintainers are encouraged to do minor maintenance and note problems that need 

more extensive work ï work that can be resolved when threats posed by COVID-19 

have receded. NOTE: The CDC has recommended an upper limit on group size to 10 

people with a distance of six feet maintained between individuals. Federal agencies 

have left many decisions on park and trail closures to local officials within each agency.   
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Governments widely recognize the benefits of recreation in times of stress. So when 
planning an outing, first look to federal and state agencies for guidance on recreation 
and trails, with local governments providing the final word as the most directly im-
pacted. As of March 29, 2020, the BMT is closed from Springer Mountain to Weaver 
Creek. The BMT through Graham County, North Carolina and the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park is also closed.  
 
The following websites are some that provide current information: 
 
*****Blue Ridge Ranger District and the USFS have announced the closure of the 
BMT from Springer Mountain through Weaver Creek, including parking and trailheads 
at Springer Mountain, Big Stamp Gap and Fall Branch Falls.  
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In addition, both Fannin and Gilmer Counties in North Georgia have asked that residents minimize travel and 
stay at home to reduce the burden on Emergency and First Responder personnel. Please refer to the following 
link for up to date information on Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest and Recreation closures:  https://
www.fs.usda.gov/alerts/conf/alerts-notices   
 
*****Great Smokey Mountains National Park has closed all recreation areas and hiking trails through 
at least April 30. Please check current information at: https://www.nps.gov/grsm/index.htm 
 
*****Graham County, North Carolina in conjunction with the USFS has closed all back country camp-
ing on USFS lands in the county indefinitely. To review current status, please check information at: http://
grahamcounty.org/ 
 
Until next month ï Please stay safe and wellééé. 
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It was a cold day as many folks pulled into The Village Restaurant in Blue Ridge. The brisk air brought smiles 
to every face as each of us was excited to get back to work after taking January off because of the storms and 
lightning that hit. This was, of course, a redo, i.e., the second attempt at working Section 2d from Highway 60 
to the Toccoa River Swinging Bridge. I personally expected a productive day although I anticipated some cool 
damp rain. The Georgia maintenance trip wouldnôt be a Georgia maintenance trip if there werenôt some form 
of disruption in Mother Natureôs offerings on the very day we were going out, right? 
 
I looked at the weather Friday night. As I mentioned, I anticipated some precipitation along with chilly temper-
atures. Saturday morning I reviewed the forecast to see if we were under a Winter Weather Advisory. I 
thought, ñSure. Cold rainéwinter weatheréHa!ò  The weather was the topic during breakfast, but I continued 
to be excited about getting out there to work the trail. I looked out the window at The Village and saw some 
snowflakes. I glanced quickly again at the forecast and saw it had been raised to a Winter Storm Warning. Still 
undeterred, I was ready to go. We walked outside and the snow really began to fall. It didnôt take long to real-
ize this was going to present a hazardous driving situation. We came together as a team and discussed the op-
tions. We all agreed to cancel the trip. 
 
There is no wireless coverage at Tooni Gap at Little Skeenah Creek and several people planned to meet there. 
Thus, I headed to the trailhead along with my bride and Dave and Sue Ricker to meet them on the outside 
chance they showed up. Sure enough! Several braved the weather and arrived. I met with them and let them 
know we were calling off the trip. Everyone left except a few-there was a tangled mess of blowdowns at the 
trailhead. The age old millage sign was knocked down by the storm as well. 
 
Gilbert Treadwell was the sawyer and was assisted by Samuel Sly, Debra Guhl, Brian Trinkle, David Langford 
and Janice Langford. Ned Noriega, who recently joined the BMTA, took up the Beast to repair the tread dam-
age caused by the timber carnage. It was a wonderful time to work in the snow and to get something cleaned 
up that would hamper hikers. 
 
We will see what March brings as we attempt to work Wallalah and Licklog Mountains.  
 
Bring on the weather! What will it be? A volcano? A tsunami? A time warp vortex?  Whatever it will be, Iôm 
sure it will be big and we will be up for the challenge on the second Saturday of March. 
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February Flakes for Flakes-Georgia Work Trip 
by Phil Guhl 
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We had a beautiful day for the hike to Bear Creek after rescheduling twice because of the weather! There were 

a few obstacles in the path to climb over and the creeks were running full on the 3.3 mile loop. We all got our 

feet wet on the last creek crossing but that was ok because it was at the end of the hike! We also enjoyed 

viewing the Gennett Poplar Tree. Pictured left to right at this huge tree are Howard Baggett, Debbie Tew, Sue 

Ford, Martha Fowler and Larry Jarkovsky. 
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Bear Creek Was A ñBearò 
by Martha Fowler 
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Thirty seven BMTA members and guests met at 9am at GA Hwy 60 on a cloudy March day. After sampling 
Darcyôs banana bread, we welcomed returning members and new guests. We broke into five teams with the  
goals of meeting someone new, learning something new and having fun.  
 
Shane led the Skeenah Gap Long Hike Team, Phil the Section 3a Water Bar Team, Dave the Mid-Section 
Tread and Vegetation Team, Gilbert the Saw Crew Team and George the Sign Post Team. We accomplished 
our tasks and returned to GA Hwy 60 for an outstanding trailhead social facilitated by Debra and Sue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GA March Work Trip Sections 3a, 3b, 3c  

GA Hwy 60 to Skeenah Gap  
by Bob Cowdrick 

Interesting facts: 
 
§ 37 attendees 

§ 4 new guests 

§ 291 volunteer hours 

§ 2 miles of vegetation cleared 

§ 16 trees removed 

§ 25 water diversions maintained 

§ 30 areas of tread reshaping  

§ 0 injuries  

Continued next page 
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Many thanks to our volunteers and guests including Phil Guhl, Debra Guhl, Ann Redman, Ken Cissna, Dale 
Clark, Steve Pruett, Larry Dumas, Darcy Douglas, George Owen, Ben Yaun, Butch Watson, Patrick Ward, 
Frank Forehand, Susan Burkett, Don Burkett, Bob Nelson, Dave Ricker, Sue Ricker, David Watkins, Steve 
Dennison, Shelton Crow, Shane Morrison, Art Kolberg, David Langford, Janice Langford, Lynette Linn, Barry 
Allen, Bob Cowdrick, David Blount, Scott Williams, Brian Cave, Liam Wansing, Chad Wansing, Gilbert 
Treadwell, Rick Karolick, Sven Peterson and Jose Naldonado. 
 
Our next Georgia work trip will be Saturday April 11, 2020. Consider joining us then! 
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http://www.bmta.org/Membership.php

















