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Celebrates National Trails Day 

June 7 was the AmericanSociety's (AHS) ationalTrails Day (NTD) - thelargest trail event in thenation. In keeping withthe AHS theme, "to leavethe trail and the outdoorcommunity better than wefound them", the BentonMacKaye Trail Associa­tion (BMTA) sponsoreda work trip on the BMT'sSections 12a-b (US64 >>Kimsey Highway in Polk County, TN). Much ofthis trail is in Wilderness where no mechanizedequipment is allowed. BMTA's Georgia Mainte­nance Director, Joe Cant­well, took time to explainthe history and properusage of each tool beingused during the associa­tion's National Trails Day ,<c 

event--crosscut saws, Pu­laskis, loppers and swingblades. His insights con­nected volunteers to thegenerations of trail work­ers who have maintainedwilderness pathways with­out the use of mechanizedequipment, reinforcingBMTA's commitment topreserving both the Ben­ton MacKaye Trail (BMT)and tradition. 

what's going on. You havea better sense of what thetree wants to do." Twenty-two participantssplit into three crews,turning in 112 hours ofwork time. Crosscut sawswere used on 28 trees,many 24" - 30"_. Approxi­mately 5.6 miles of brush­ing and lopping was doneas well as 105 feet of treadrepaired. After the work was doneand the tools stowed, vol­unteers gathered for awell-earned lunch cour­tesy of Lori and Jeff Pat­terson of Copperhill, TN.

1oned way
They treated the crews to ascrumptious taco bar withall the trimmings. It wasa fitting end to a day thatcombined hard work, ca­maraderie, and the sharedmission of keeping theBenton MacKaye Traila welcoming pathwaythrough the Southern Ap­palachians. If you would like to learn more about the BMT or ifyou are willing to share your time, talent and ex­pertise with the BMTA,contact Joy Forehand,jforehand@bmta.org. 

To organize the tasksfor the day, the sections were scouted a couple ofdays before the trip. Fri­day night's stormy weath­er added a few surprisesas one crew encounteredthree unreported, majorblowdowns that were noton the agenda for the day.It took the volunteers 8.5hours to remove thosetrees. Long-time BMTA main­tainer Barry Allen led acrew that encountered aunique challenge - a mas­sive chestnut oak had fall­en on the rootball of a yel­low poplar. As the workerstried to remove the oak,the poplar began to try tostand up, creating a dan­gerous situation for theworkers. Consequently,the tangle was left for an­
?t�er trip_when they coul�
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WORD FUN 

Study the two words on each line to find the ONE letter in the left 
column that is NOT in the word in the right column. Write the extra 
letter on the blank space. Then read DOWN to answer this riddle: J 

WHAT DD YOU CALL A BROKEN CLOCK? 

ANSWER WRENS LOSING SLING 
FORMAL MORAL 

GLOWED LODGE 
DONATE TONED DRIEST RIDES 

I 
FIBERS BRIEF REVISE VERSE . 

PASTEL LEAPS DIMPLE PILED 

Are Yoo Tonino Out the_ �ews? 

As America's slowest-rism� rn-!-,�mnSI.. I bless<in a number of fine newspapers. It is not a particularnumber, but it is a number nonetheless. I feel it is my responsibility to read as many ofthesipapers as possible, so I can see what people are about, and then write about something totally clifferI recently stumbled upon the words of a national!)cated columnist, whose words carry far more weigmine. The columnist was boasting about having tu 

"the news" for seven days (so far), and feeling "mtter" for it. The writer goes on to say that it can't be good for 1 "constantly bombarded with information" and "dviewpoints about world events." Heavens, no. Whyanyone be exposed to differing viewpoints, right?way or the highway, baby! This columnist's viewpoints certainly differ fronand that's okay with me. Call me old-fashioned, one of those weirdos like Abe Lincoln who appointECabinet members who would challenge him, and e,agree with him. The "team of rivals," remember? I could comment on the absurdity of a news co who doesn't follow the news, but that's not what c,me the most. It's the fact that many people are fo that advice: they are indeed tuning out the news. This, despite the fact that we have more up-to-<formation available to us than ever before. Whetgrowing up, and later as a young broadcaster, mos1information was solid journalism. There were also pieces, clearly labeled as such, on the side. I could difference and I appreciated that. The national columnist and I agree on one thing: tof chaos that comes our way is nonstop. My younhad a steady, controlled diet of information each cand radio news in the morning, a newspaper in thnoon, more broadcast news in the evening, and aof magazines per week. Those periodicals were a the gift of time, enabling journalists to provide theanalysis and commentary. Now, of course, many opinion hosts react to eventidiately, with no apparent desire to research or veriTheir goal is to provoke anger and outrage amon who need it like oxygen. This formula has provequite profitable. Many of my public interactions go something Ii"Hey David, it's good to meet you, but I don't keep the news anymore. It's very depressing." I totally get that. My job is to tell you what's goirthe world. It depresses me too. Another frequent complaint: "Y'all are making otdent look bad." I reply, "How so?" They reply, "Y'ahim being angry and making inappropriate comme1Here's another one: "Y'all covered up Joe Biden'sing health." With all due respect, if you saw him dupast few years and did not notice the ravages of awere not paying attention. It would have been ea "the evil media" to hide the Grand Canyon. (For those who follow the news, you know that President Biden has been diagnosed with an acform of cancer. You may have also seen President T:the Oval Office saying, "I don't feel sorry for him, cious." Maybe that's one of those inappropriate co1we are guilty of showing.) And of course, we get called "fake news," a catch­that has emerged in recent years to signify anythiwhich one does not agree. Is "the news" perfect? Far from it. The reporters are well aware of the frequent criticism, and they weto earn your trust in a difficult environment. 
--�ut before you tune _us _out. completely� I_'�me_mt
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