
 

 

Current Alerts & Advisories 

Fireworks are ALWAYS prohibited in national forests 

regardless of weather or conditions! 

Stage II Fire Restriction in Chattahoochee National Forest Lifted 
Fire restriction for the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest has been lifted 5/4/2026.  

Stage 1 Fire Restrictions in the Cherokee National Forest Are in Effect 
USDA Forest Service officials initiate Stage 1 Fire Restrictions on the Cherokee National Forest beginning April 24, 2026. in response to 
extreme fire danger due to prolonged drought. The restrictions will prohibit fires outside of developed recreation sites.   
 
Drought conditions persist across the entire Cherokee National Forest according to the US Drought Monitor.  Fire threat remains extreme 
with dry conditions suitable for rapid wildfire spread.   
 
Effective April 24, 2026, the following fire restrictions are in place for the entire Cherokee National Forest until terminated by the Forest 
Service:  

• Building, maintaining, attending, or using a fire or campfire outside of developed recreation sites.  36CFR § 261.52 (a).  

Under Stage 1 Fire Restrictions, the following activities are allowed: 

• Commercially available fuel stoves (portable gas camp stoves or grills) are permitted.   

• Fire or campfire in a Forest Service provided metal fire pit, metal fire ring, or pole mounted grill at a developed recreation area or 
campground.  

Campfires Prohibited in Nantahala National Forest 
In response to the elevated fire danger occurring across North Carolina, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service will 
restrict all open burning and campfires outside of developed recreation sites in North Carolina’s Nantahala National Forest on 
Wednesday, April 15, 2026,  

The restriction includes building, maintaining or using an open fire, campfire or stove fire on the Pisgah, Nantahala, Uwharrie and 
Croatan National Forests. Visitors are still permitted to use commercially available fuel stoves, such as portable propane camp stoves 
or covered charcoal grills. Forest Service-provided grills, metal fire rings and fire pits are also available for public use at developed 
recreation sites and campgrounds while the restriction is in effect.  

These restrictions will remain in place until there is a change in fire danger to reduce the risk of human-caused fires during unusually 
high fire danger and/or burning conditions. 

For more information, visit www.fs.usda.gov/r08/northcarolina, follow the National Forests in North Carolina on Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/nfsnc), or contact the local district ranger’s office 

Parkwide Fire Ban in Great Smoky Mountains National Park Cancelled 
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