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KIRK JOHNSON TRAIL BUILDER
Boosts Benton MacKave Path

Proposed Tennessee Extension Awaits Appeal

MacKaye Trail: Story Of Dedication

It s a propect thal has drawn
labor froen the likes of misssters.
clectricians, plumbers and
schaolieachers.

They bave worked ce the Bealeo
MacKaye Trail like coe glant fam-
Iy

[t has beea an incredible Labor of
jove isvolviag the hands of people
whose ages range from three to &3

It has involved romance as well
Al least Lwo couples have made the
trip to the altar as a result of their
dedication to building a backpack-
ing trail. They met as they worked
together culling back brush cos-
structing foot bridges and carrying
oot the other deeds necessary on
such 3 project.

And the result of e effort has
been the 786 miics of the Benton
MacKaye Trall through Norih
Georgia. So far, it extends [rom
Spriager Mountain, Ga_ to the Ten
rewsee liae

Scores of botaters of the projoct
wast to take it forther. Into Tes
nessee perhags, through the Chero
kee National Forest, and on 1o e
Smoliies

There is even talk in other quar-
ters of cempecting the Beaten
MacKaye to Alabama's Piabet)
Trail and thence to a Florida path

Dan
Cook

Outscons B2t

This, accerdiag to speculation,
would make it possible for a hiker
to begin 3t Flarida's Everglades in
the dead of winter (It's warmest st
that ead of ibe line) and hike to
Malse, coveriag a distance of close
1o 1000 miles afoot.

Chattancogan Kirk Johnsoo s
cne of the trail's moat ardent sup-
porters, as are olher buninetzmen
Ted Retsxing of Atlanta and Marty
Dominy of Perry, Ga

Johnson was among clese o @
enthusiastic trail builders who
were present last weekend to con-
strexl a bridge on the trall acrons
Noontootls Creck, mear Speinger
Moustain

Observed Kirk, “The Benton
MacKaye, at present, does not
bave a ot of ‘through traffic,” but,
while we were there, 1 was
surprised at the nomber of back-
pachkers and day Mikers walking
past. One group bad 15 people, an
other about eight. There mest have
been 75 people on Lhe trall on Sat-
urday .’

According to Reissing Benton
MacKaye — hailed as the father of
the better-known Georgla-to-Maine
Appalachian Traill — actually
wanted (o take (he AT on a simular
route. But, back in 1921 when the
AT idea was concelved, already-
present logging roads and a lack of
funds make an eastern route
throughk North Georgla more feass-
bie

Currently, the Beotoa MacKaye
Trail Association is seoking per-
mission 1o extend the traill into the
(herckee Natona! Forest of Ten
eSO

Rack ta March, the UK Forest
Service svned am ravirezmest as-
scsamentl approviag the first 12
mikes of extepsion inlo Tensesire.
EBat the bope of carrying it into the
Oherokee ram leto a wnag, with one
appeal Mied. Cerrently, the kea is
in 1he appeals process

Jerry Hamby, who operates the
Ocoee Inn at Ocoee, filod the ap-
peal

“1 hope to have the prodlem re-
solved with the forest service in
the pext couple of months,” be sald

Two importast mectiags involv-
ing the idea for the trail are forth
coming One is (be Tennessce State
Chapter of the Sierra Cled meeting
plasoed for Pickett State Park,
ocar Jamcstown, Tena (Johoseon,
who may be reached at 615 852.
5609, can provide more detalls )

Additionally, the MacKaye trail
fFrovp has schoduled it assual
meeting at Cobutta Lodge, located
cast of Chatsworth, oa Nov 2

(Persons iaterested (o more in-
formation of the MacKaye trail
may contact Clayton Pannell. an.
otker stroag supporter of the trail,
al 615-263-9730 )

Additionally, a set of eight maps

0a the Benton MacKaye Trail s
availadle by sending $850, plus a

“The Benton
MacKaye, at present,
does not have a lot f
‘through traffic,” bul,
while we were there,d
was surprised at the
number of backpack-
ers and day hikers
walking past.”

— Kirk Johnson

30 cents handling charge, to the
Benton MacKave Trail Associa-
tion, PO Box 53271, Atlanta. GA
30355-1271
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